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WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

SUNDAYS 8 a.m. and 9:15 a.m.  
Communion 1st and 3rd Sundays 
Home phones: dial in for 
worship service. 
 

MONDAYS 5:30 p.m.  
Communion following 1st and 
3rd Sundays 

 

MONDAYS 10 a.m.  
The 9:15 a.m. Sunday service is 
available at 
www.rushfordlutheran.com 

 

LIVESTREAM 9:15 a.m. Sundays 
on YouTube search Rushford 
Lutheran Church 

Christmas Program 2021 

Rushford Lutheran 
Church’s Annual Meeting 
of the Congregation is 
Sunday, February 6, 2022 
at 10:30 a.m. Watch for an 
official notice to be mailed 
in the coming weeks. 

http://www.lcmc.net/


 I still remember my first church computer. Yes, that is a really a sad thing for a pastor to remember, I readily admit. But in the early 90’s, a church being one of the early adopters of this revolutionary technology was astonishing. Computers were generally reserved for hard-core number crunching and accounting. They were “business” tools, not “church” tools in most people’s minds. Indeed, there were plenty of naysayers saying: “sitting in front of a keyboard all day was no way to do ministry!”  What was my first church computer? An Apple Macintosh. How weird is that? 

 Even weirder, is the fact that for staff meetings (this was a large church) the career church secretary, Lucille, would bring in her steno pad and using shorthand, take notes of the meeting.  She would then diligently type up whatever was pertinent for our files, that is, the actual manilla folder files that we all kept in our file cabinets. I still have many files, manilla files. Old habits. I also have a steel file cabinet in my office that is barely used, but no steno pad and no secretary that still knows how to do shorthand dictation.  
 RLC is definitely not on the cutting edge of all that technology could do for the church today.  That is a-okay to a point. If you fall too far behind on the technology curve eventually you spend more time catching up than creating. You’re keeping the old systems running rather than enjoying the productivity of the new. 
 Our financial accounting system is the best example of this. It is integrated into our membership and contribution system. A “Church Windows” system designed by the ELCA in the past and has long ago outlived its usefulness. Our office computers are also reaching their expected lifespan. Even the physical desk in my church office has seen better days. 

 So why am I sharing all of this boring information in the January edition of our church newsletter?  Because it is going to be a year of change. The first will be a change in how we do our bookkeeping and more importantly, how we present that information to you. Our goal is clarity and transparency.  We want our members to know what happens to their contributions to RLC.  We are well aware that our current financial reports are not as simple to read and understand as they should be.   
 It’s going to take some time, likely this entire year, to get to the goal of clarity and transparency.  As we look at the numbers from 2021, we are making this change in a position of strength. We know that we have been blessed with very good giving once again this past year. The problem is not in contributions, or how much money our members give, it is truly an accounting problem. We are using old software on old systems, and it is simply time for an upgrade. 
 So, bear with us.  And by us, I mean myself, Linda in the office, June Vitse as our financial secretary, and the church council that will be overseeing this transition.  As a pastor, I always try to maintain a clear separation between my office and the church checkbook. I do not have the authority to write checks for the church or any of its agencies, nor do I handle the offerings or make deposits. I generally do not know what members are giving, unless they, themselves have let me know. Still, having served in other churches I am a bit of an expert in church finances.  My role in all of this is simply to guide us in the right direction.   
 For years, I carried around floppy discs with my sermons and church records from 1990 to 1994. They were in Apple format from my old Apple IIe, my preferred writing machine in those days. After a while I realized it was not worth the effort of finding an old computer to read those files.  Who on earth would want to read my sermons from the early 90’s anyway?  They ended up in the other filing system, the round one! Technology is a great blessing, until it is not and sooner or later you realize it is time for an upgrade. Time to move forward.  
 Now is the time. 
 In Christ’s loving service, 
 

101 South Mill Street, PO Box 399, Rushford, MN 55971  
507-864-7152 

Office Hours: Monday– Thursday 8 a.m. to 12 p.m.  
www.rushfordlutheran.com 

 

PASTOR Steven Chellew (Ext. 11) 507-703-1221 (cell);  
stevechellew@gmail.com 
 

CHURCH SECRETARY Linda Lea, (Ext. 10) rlc@acegroup.cc   
 

FAMILY EDUCATION DIRECTOR Christine Anderson 

507-858-5968, christineandersonmn@yahoo.com 
 

YOUTH MINISTRIES/DIRECTOR OF CHOIRS  Kristin Burdey 
507-459-0731, kristinburdey@gmail.com 
 

CUSTODIAN  David Hinz 



Winter is upon us, and Jesus warmed our hearts in many ways last month.  Just because the Christmas program is finished, don’t stop coming to Sunday school. There is so much more to do!  Memory work will be starting, so it’s important for the children to be at Sunday school to practice reciting as a group. The curriculum continues with lessons about David as King and his son, Solomon, who becomes king after him. Be sure to ask them about what they learned each Sunday morning and review the take-home sheets with them.  
 

Our Christmas program, “To Us a Child is Born!”, was a success thanks to the practice, dedication and hard work of our fifth grade readers; fourth grade costumed characters; our P3-third grade students as sheep, angels, and shepherds; all of their teachers; director Kristin Burdey and assistant Annika Burdey; Praise Team singers and musicians; piano and organ music provided by Portia Lee and Shary Evavold; Marlene, Roberta, Sue, Pastor Steve, and others that helped prepare and serve the meal and cake; and everyone else who helped and who attended!  We hope you enjoyed the program and also the Soul Wars skit that was recorded and shown after the service during the meal.   
 

The children will be working on memory work to recite together in a group during a worship service.  The first group will be the  preschool, kindergarten and first grade classes reciting the Lord’s Prayer on Sunday, Jan. 23 at the 
9:15 a.m. worship service. Reminders will be sent home.  Please have the children to church by 9 a.m. in the narthex.  Once they recite their memory work, they will be able to go sit with their parents. We ask for 100% participation, strength in numbers!  
 

 

• If you want your child to wear a mask, please tell them to do so and inform their teacher so that he/she can encourage them to do so. 
• We encourage the students to bring an offering each week.  The offerings collected January through May will go to the food shelf.   
• Don’t forget to check the Prayer wall.  Yellow slips in envelopes are prayers that need answering!  So many prayers that I need to expand the space. 
• The Family Education committee meets the first Wednesday of the month at 6 p.m. Please feel free to join us or contact us with ideas or concerns. 
 

Thank you 7th grade students for your 
participation in the Advent services! 

 RLC students rode in the Stocker wagon for Rushford’s annual Parade of Lights on December 11. The fresh snow made for a wonderful backdrop for our students to enjoy the night. The kids enjoyed throwing candy and waving at friends and family along the parade route. A big thank you to Kristin Burdey and all who helped make our participation in the parade possible!  

 You are invited to be a part of our young people’s lives! The Youth Committee meets the second Wednesday of  the month at 6 p.m. From 6-6:30, we plan events for kids P3-sixth grade. After 6:30, we plan events for grades 7-12. Contact Kristin Burdey at 507-459-0731 for more information.  

Rushford Lutheran Church would like to welcome Jordan, Anna and 
Nova Pelzl as new members.  



 During December, RLC’s 7-12 grade youth group took a look at some important parts of the advent season with our Anticipate series. We first looked at how the birth of Jesus was foretold throughout the Old Testament, and how this demonstrates beyond a shadow of a doubt that Christ is who he said he is. We also did some great service projects. In addition to the Christmas carol recording session, the kids also helped to personalize cards for every resident at the Good Shepherd. Specialty cards featuring pictures of the RLC Youth Group were prepared and stuffed into envelopes. Then each envelope got a personalized, handwritten note from one of the students. We ran out of time before we ran out of envelopes, but so many special people will be receiving a special note this Christmas. The students really put a lot of thought and heart into creating these messages. Please keep in mind that youth group nights are open to all RLC students in grades 7-12 PLUS their friends that 

don’t attend church here. Encourage your child to take advantage of this opportunity to grow in faith and fellowship with others in the body of Christ!  
 

Don’t forget 7-12 youth group is the second 
and fourth Sundays at 6 p.m.  Theme is 
Jesus -Centered Studies: Discovering Jesus 
in the Old & New Testaments.” 

 

 Even though some of our usual events did not happen this year, the Praise Team has stepped it up and served more within the congregation. After years of requests to do so, the group helped lead the music for the Sunday School Christmas program for the first time. They also provided the music for the late service on Christmas Eve, featuring two wonderful new songs. In addition, a mix of Praise Team and Youth Group students gave of their time to record a session of Christmas carols to be played electronically in lieu of in-person caroling this year. We hope that our friends at the Good Shepherd and beyond will share in the joy of the season with the help of the RLC Praise Team. 
 

 

JANUARY 9  BLIZZARD BOWL 

FEBRUARY 6 FAMILY SLEDDING DAY (WEATHER PERMITTING) 

MARCH 6  SCAVENGER HUNT 

APRIL 3 BOWLING 

MAY 1  ROOT BEER FLOATS 

 
 



 Make a New Year’s resolution to get involved in something new at church this January! Ladies choir meets Monday nights at 6:30, and there is no better time than the present to stop in. All are welcome to join this very special group of girls in singing praise. It just may be the fun, faith, and fellowship you’re needing. Contact Kristin Burdey 507-459-0731for more information. 
 

 

President Bean opened the meeting by welcoming everyone and 
gave an opening prayer. Pastor Steve installed the following 
officers for the coming year:  President Marlene Boehmke, Vice-

president Linda Paulson, Secretary Donna Boyum, Treasurer 
Corrine Hill, Historian Sandy Skalet, Mission in Action Quilting 
chairs Shirley Darr, Linda Paulson and Rhonda LaFleur. 

The program was then turned over to the Priscilla Circle.  The 
group sang a hymn, “I am so Glad on Christmas Eve.” Olive Ann 
Boyum gave devotions from Luke 2:11.  She read a poem, “Ready 
for Christmas.”  Portia Lee gave a short history of some Christmas 
carols, namely “Joy to the World,” which she noted was not 
originally written as a Christmas carol, and “O Little Town of 
Bethlehem.” Barb Marsh played “Away in the Manger” and  ”The 
First Noel” on the violin accompanied by Portia on piano.  Helen 
Peterson then read “The True Meaning of Christmas” and the 
“Story of Santa.” The program closed with the group singing “We 
Wish You a Merry Christmas.” 

President Bean called the business meeting to order.  The 
Secretary’s report was read and approved.  The treasurer’s report 
was read showing a balance on hand of $8530.98.  Karen Nelson 
gave an update on the death of Roman, the canine officer who was 
at our last meeting. 

Old Business:  President Bean noted a very successful bazaar and a 
good turn-out for the movie night.  Linda Paulson reported that 
the ladies have completed the following:  115 quilts, given to 
various needs, 87 prayer shawls, 11 Bundles of Love sets and 11 
baptismal blankets. 

New Business:  It was noted that the silver set in the basement 
cabinet is in need of polishing.  Does anyone wish to volunteer to 
take on this project?  Motions were made seconded and passed to 
disburse the following funds:  Hope Harbor - $500, Angel Fund –
$500, School Backpack Fund – $300, $1,000 towards new church 
paraments,  Bundles of Love - $150,  Trace Erickson - memorial in 
honor of Roman - $100.  It was also voted  to purchase 25 new 
coffee pots for the kitchen.  Representatives of each circle gave 
their financial reports for the year.  2022 yearbooks were handed 
out.   

Announcements:  Thanks were given to Linda and Sandy for the 
beautiful bulletin board and table centerpieces that they do during 
the year.  Prayer requests were received and birthdays and 
anniversaries noted.   

The next meeting will be April 6, 2022 at 1:30 p.m.  Ruth Circle 
has the program, Hannah Circle serves lunch and Sunday morning 
coffee for January is Adah Circle, February Hannah Circle, March 
Martha Circle and April Miriam Circle.  There being no further 
business, the meeting was adjourned.  The Lord’s Prayer was said 
and the table prayer was sung followed by a delicious potluck 
lunch. 

 

Reminder to turn in meeting notes from each committee to church 
office (email: rlc@acegroup.cc) 
 

PRESENT: John Munter, Jim Bernier, Dean Hatlevig, June Vitse, 
Shari Michel, Glen Kopperud, Vicki Nelson, Amy Luhmann, Barb 
Johnson 

OTHERS PRESENT: Pastor Steve Chellew 

 

1)  DEVOTIONS & PRAYER CONCERNS 

Devotions:  Shari Michel  
Prayer concerns: Shirley Anderson, Family of Melvin Brand, 
Family of Wilton ‘Willy’ Bunke 

 

2)  ADOPTION OF AGENDA—MA 

Adoption to unfinished business (f) Ratify vote for Sunday 
School 

 

3)  SECRETARY'S REPORT 

     a. November Minutes—MA 
 

4)  TREASURER'S REPORT 

     a. November financials —MA 

One expense – windows completed, paid 
 

5)  PASTORS REPORT  
3 hospital visits (1 in person, 2 by phone) 
10 home bound visits 

Baptism – Nova Pelzl 
 

6)  UNFINISHED/OLD BUSINESS 

     a.  Benevolence Giving— 

Expenses, to be same as previous   
     b.  Roof Project – Properties Committee 

Motion made for the Properties Committee to accept bid from 
Jerome and proceed to complete the rest of  roof project -- 
MA 

     c.  Set date for Annual Meeting—Sunday, Feb 6, 2022, 10:30 am 
in Sanctuary 

     d.  Snow Removal – Atkinsons – First snow storm of season Dec 
10, removal went well 
     e.  Worship Times – Sunday – discussed at November meeting 

      f.  Ratify vote for Sunday School 
Motion:  12/10/21:  Motion made to inform congregation of 

recent COVID-19 cases among teachers/students within 
the Sunday School.  Informational letter was emailed/sent 
to raise awareness and describe the current plan for the 
upcoming Christmas program and worship services.  MA 

 

7) NEW BUSINESS 

a.  Approve Annual Meeting Agenda – Motion made to 
approve the annual meeting agenda as attached with change 
in location to Sanctuary. —MA                           —cont. on next page 
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JANUARY WORSHIP LEADERS 

  8 A.M. WORSHIP 9:15 A.M. WORSHIP 

PASTOR  Steven Chellew    
 

ORGANIST  Shary Evavold    
 

PIANIST  Portia Lee    
 

CHOIR DIRECTOR  Kristin Burdey 

 

ALTER GUILD  Bobbie Jo Eide,  
     Ellen Eide, Ruth Peterson 

 

PROJECTIONISTS  Steve Burdey 

     Lisa Chellew, Beatty Darr,  
     Sandy Rasmussen, Becky Stocker 

 

VIDEOGRAPHERS  Dean Hatlevig,  
     Barb Johnson, Jeremy Tesch,     
     June Vitse 

JANUARY 2 Readers: Glen Kopperud Kaia Drinkall 

COMMUNION Ushers: Marv Bestul, Claire Olstad Louis Boehmke, John Campe 

JANUARY 9 Readers: David Hinz Monica Brand 

 Ushers: Dennie Darr, Gordy Elliott Tom Kopperud, Jim Bernier 

JANUARY 16 Readers: Richard Bjorlo Isaac Oian 

COMMUNION Ushers: Wayne Meyer, Kerry Heiden John Peterson, Mike Messenger 

JANUARY 23 Readers: Christine Anderson Kail Heiden 

 Ushers: Brendon Honken, Dale Evavold Carroll Hill, Milford Paulson 

JANUARY 30 Readers: David Hinz Gibson Darr 

 Ushers: RLC Ladies RLC Ladies 

CHURCH COUNCIL  

 

PRESIDENT Dean Hatlevig 

864-7001, dhatlevig65@gmail.com 

Youth and Membership Committees 

 

VICE PRESIDENT  Shari Michel 
875-2818, sharimichel@r-pschools.com  
Education Committee 

 

SECRETARY  Barbara Johnson 

421-5472, johnson.barbara4@mayo.edu 

Scholarship Committee 

   

TREASURER  June Vitse 

864-7876, jvitse@mienergy.coop  
Finance and Human Resources 
Committee 

 

Glen Kopperud 

458-6894, glen@normanselectric.com 

Human Resources and Properties 
Committees 

 

Vicki Nelson 

864-2027, nelson@acegroup.cc  
Worship Committee 

 

Amy Luhmann 

864-3121, ageiwitz@acegroup.cc  
Membership Committee  

 

John Munter 

429-2969, johnmunter@yahoo.com  
Properties Committee 

 

Jim Bernier 

261-4991, jrbernier@hotmail.com  
Endowment Committee  

      b.  New Members—MA 

Stephan and Lee Ann Tufte, Clay Olstad 

      c.  Property Tax Review – Reviewed sheet 

Employee Reviews –Council discussed reviews. 
 

 8)  COMMITTEE REPORTS 

     a. Finance and Stewardship Committee - June 

     b. Education Committee -  None 

     c. Youth Committee - None 

     d. Membership Committee -  None 

     e. Worship Committee -  None 

     f.  Human Resources Committee - None 

     g. Endowment Committee - None 

     h. Properties Committee - None 

     j.  Scholarship Committee - None 
 

9)  INFORMATION / ANNOUNCEMENTS - None 
 

10) ADJOURNMENT / CLOSING PRAYERS 

Adjourned at 8:50 p.m., closed with the Lord's Prayer. 

Daily devotional books are available 

to pick up in the church office. 
January – March 2021 

Balance brought forward 10/31/2021 .........  $18,351.08 

Total receipts ..............................................  $35,080.44 

Total disbursements ...................................  $36,652.08 

Cash balance as of 11/30/2021 ...................  $16,779.44 

—cont. from previous  page 
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JANUARY 2022 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

                                                        1  NEW 
YEAR’S DAY                                                     

2                                                      
8a Worship w/Communion, 
Coffee & Fellowship to follow in 
Basement                                                                                                          
9:15a Worship w/Communion, 
Live Streamed, Coffee & 
Fellowship to follow in Basement 

3                                                  
10a Worship Posted 
Online                                               
2p GSLH/Bremmer 
Birthday Party RLC hosts                                        
4:30p Worship 
Committee Meeting              

4 5                                   
9a Men’s Helping 
Hands 

9a Ladies Mission 
Work                    
6p Confirmation 
Class                     
6p Family 
Education Meeting 

6                                    
1:30p GSLH 
Service 

7                    
Office Closed 

8                       

9                                                            
8a Worship, Coffee & Fellowship 
to follow in basement 

9:15a Worship, Live Streamed, 
Coffee & Fellowship to follow in 
Basement 

10:15a Adult Bible Study                                                                                                 
10:15a Sunday School                          
11:15a Praise Team                                   
6p Youth Group                                           

10 

10a Worship Posted 
Online                                             
1p RLCW Quilting                                      
5:30p Coffee House 
Worship, Fellowship Hall                                    
6:30p Women’s Choir                                      
7p Church Council 
Meeting  

11 

 

12                               
9a Men’s Helping 
Hands 

9a Ladies Mission 
Work                                  
6p Confirmation 
class                          

13                                               
10a Women’s 
Bible Study 

14                    
Office Closed 

15 

16                                                              
8a Worship w/Communion, 
Coffee & Fellowship to follow in 
Basement                                                                            
9:15a Worship, w/Communion, 
Live Streamed, Coffee & 
Fellowship to follow in Basement 

10:15a Adult Bible Study                                                                                    
10:15a Sunday School                                     
11:15a Praise Team  

17                                            
10a Worship Posted 
Online                                             
12p Grace Place                            
1p Bremmer/GSLH 
Communion                                    
1:30p Priscilla Circle                            
5:30p Coffee House w/
Communion,  Fellowship 
Hall                                                                
6:30p Women’s Choir                  
6:30p Membership 
Meeting           

18                          19                           
9a Men’s Helping 
Hands 

9a Ladies Mission 
Work                           
6p Confirmation 
class                                     

20                       
1p Miriam 
Circle                        
1:30p 
Hannah Circle                         
5p Martha 
Circle                    

21                    
Office Closed  

22  

23  8a Worship, Coffee & 
Fellowship to follow in Basement 

9:15a Worship, P3-First Grade 
Memory Work, Live Streamed, 
Coffee & Fellowship to follow in 
Basement 

10:15a Adult Bible Study                     
10:15a Sunday School                                     
11:15a Praise Team                                      
6p Youth Group                                           

24                                                                                                          
10a Worship Posted 
Online                                     
5:30p Coffee House 
Worship, Fellowship Hall                    
6:30p Women’s Choir              
6:30p Men’s Club 
Meeting                                    

25 

 

26                                     
9a Men’s Helping 
Hands 

9a Ladies Mission 
Work                               
6p Confirmation 
class                                        

27                   
10a Women’s 
Bible Study 

28                            
Office Closed  

29 

30  8a Worship, Coffee & 
Fellowship to follow in Basement 

9:15a Worship, Live Streamed, 
Coffee & Fellowship to follow in 
Basement 

10:15a Adult Bible Study                     
10:15a Sunday School                                     
11:15a Praise  Team 

31                                                
10a Worship Posted 
Online                                     
5:30p Coffee House 
Worship, Fellowship Hall                    
6:30p Women’s Choir               

     



Rushford Lutheran Church 

Physical Address: 101 S Mill Street, Rushford, MN 

Mailing Address:  PO Box 399, Rushford, MN 55971 

 

FORWARDING SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Non Profit Org. 

U. S. POSTAGE 

P A I D 

Permit No. 1 

Rushford, MN 

 

RLCW gave gifts of lap robes to 12 RLC women currently residing at the Good Shepherd/Assisted Living. In 
addition, one will be gifted at the monthly birthday party held in January. 


