
MISSION STATEMENT OF RUSHFORD LUTHERAN CHURCH  
Rushford Lutheran Church is people gathered by God's Word and Sacraments and sent to make Christ 

known to all persons and to serve all people.   
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As ordered by Governor Walz, the church building and 

its offices will be closed between March 27th and April 

10th. If you absolutely need access, please contact 

Pastor Steve (507-703-1221). The governor’s order for  

“social distancing” has been extended to May 1st, so feel 

free to call or email the office with messages. 

507.864.7152 / rlc@acegroup.cc 

 

Our Sunday sermon will be posted on our church 

website: www.rushfordlutheran.com  

by 11 AM on Sundays. 

Homebound members with “home phone”, please turn 
on your phones at the regular time of 9 AM to hear the 

service.  

 

If people would like to receive a copy of the bulletin to 

follow with the service, please email us at 

rlc@acegroup.cc. These bulletins are distributed 

Thursday morning via email. They include church 

announcements and prayer concerns. 

 

Stay calm and continue to pray for strength, well-being, good 

health and fast healing. 

 
RUSHFORD LUTHERAN CHURCH  

APRIL 2020 NEWSLETTER 

 
WORSHIP SERVICE: 

11:00 AM Sunday Worship Available to View  
Online @ www.rushfordlutheran.com                          
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Pastor’s Corner 

I’ve been a pastor for thirty years now, but I’ve never had 
to deal with something like this.  Nor have you. 

During both 9/11 and the 2008 financial recession, we were 

able to easily identify the enemy: terrorists and bad 

banking practices, respectively.  And the church’s response 
was simple and clear.  Draw together.  Worship together.  

Pray together.  We are in this together, we can get through 

it.   

 

One of our members said something to me to the effect of: 

“We got through the flood; we can get through this.”  And 
they are correct.   Rushford-Peterson is a strong 

community, built up through the years by trial and 

tribulation.   But the path through – whatever this is – is not 

real clear.  Yes, we will get through it together, but how? 

And I think part of the problem is that the real problem 

here is hard to identify.  Yes, we all know it is a horrible, 

life-threatening virus.  And the simple medical path is 

avoidance.  Thus, we are learning new terms like “social 
distancing” and “flattening the curve” and “self-
quarantine.”   And in our efforts to abide by national and 
state guidelines, as well as to maintain the health and 

safety of you – our members – we, like a vast majority of 

churches, have mostly shut down. 

 

But my pastoral instinct is telling me that the solution here 

may have a much greater cost than it first appears.  We are 

social animals, and even though we sometimes get really 

annoyed with the people around us, we still need people 

around us.  (Genesis 2, “It is not good for the man to be 
alone.)   Even before the pandemic, loneliness and social 

isolation were huge societal problems, if not the root of 

most of our problems.  And the church, for better or worse, 

was at least able to offer a haven and a home for some. 

 

So, my encouragement to you is to continue to be the 

church: God’s people living in the world.  Get on the phone, 
use social media (in appropriate ways), text and e-

mail.  A lot.  Including making sure that Jean has 

your e-mail address.  So that we can keep you 

informed as quickly as possible.  And although 

we cannot meet together for worship, I will keep writing 

and preaching a Sunday sermon.  (Posted on our church 

website by 11:00 a.m. on Sundays).  Also, in this newsletter 

is some information about “The Family Altar.”   Meaning, 
how to have church at home with your family.   As well as 

some great helps from Christine, our Education Director.  

Kristin, Cherub and Praise Team Director, has also been 

busy setting up a Facebook page for RLC Youth.  And we 

continue to look at ways to “resource” our families. 
 

Unfortunately, as of Governor Walz’s edict on March 25th, 

the church building will be closed between March 27th and 

April 10th.  (If you absolutely need access please contact 

Pastor Steve).  The suspension of public gatherings has also 

been extended to May 1st.  Which is going to make for a 

very strange Holy Week and Easter for all of us.  But along 

with continuing a modified Sunday Service posted on our 

website, it is my plan to also have services posted for 

Maundy Thursday and Good Friday.   

 

Walking through our empty sanctuary, getting ready to 

practice a sermon that will be preached only to be 

recorded, I was reminded of what God’s people have 
endured in the past.  The book of Lamentations, which is 

the story of the exile of God’s people to a foreign land, 
begins with these words: “How deserted lies the city, once 

so full of people!  How like a widow is she, who once was 

great among the nations…”   And then the book goes on to 
outline how difficult life can be when times are as strange 

and difficult as they are, yes, even for Gods’ people.  It, the 
entire book of Lamentations, might be worth a read 

through. 

 

So yes, my friends, the way through this crisis is becoming 

clear.  It is the same path as we, the church has always 

taken.  Prayer.  Scripture.  Hearing God’s Word preached.   
And drawing together, by phone, and Facebook, and six-

feet apart, but still, drawing together.   

Drawing together in Jesus.  Jesus, who is still the lamb slain 

for you and me.  Jesus, the resurrected one who has 

conquered sin and death, and in the end, will conquer this 

too. 

In Christ’s Loving Service, Pastor Steve Chellew 

 

Rushford Lutheran Church 

Women 

ATTENTION RUTH CIRCLE: The Bible study books are now 

available to pick up in the church office. “The Wise and the 
Foolish”. Price is $8/each. 
There is no RLCW meeting for the month of April due to 

the “Stay at Home” order. 

 

100th Birthday Celebration 

Olive Peterson will be celebrating her 100th 

birthday Friday, April 3, 2020.  Please keep Olive 

in your thoughts and prayers as she celebrates 

this incredible milestone. Olive would enjoy 

hearing from you - Olive W. Peterson, 1044 

Meadowview Dr., Apt. 406, Rushford, MN 55971. 

 

Lynne Munter’s Bible study, 

“Experiencing God” has been 

postponed until the fall of 2020. 

 



Time to Return to  

“The Family Altar” 

Luther originally wrote the Small Catechism 

for “the head of the household.”  That is, for 
parents to use at home with their family.  

Since we are not able to worship together, 

here are a few suggestions for establishing a 

family devotion time at home. 

 

Lutheran Web Resources 

 holyfamilytime.com   

  Sponsored by Sola Publishing (Go to the “How To” 
link first). 

 lutherhouseofstudy.org 

  Great short videos on the catechism/church life. 

 cph.org  

  Search for “Family Devotions.”  Devotional books to 
purchase. 

 rushfordlutheran.com 

  See below for what we will be providing. 

General Christian Web Resources 

 Biblegateway.com   

  Search for devotionals. 

 Bibleproject.com   

  Short videos to understand how to read the Bible. 

 

One format for the “Family Altar” could be what your 
church is providing each week.  We will be posting the 

Sunday sermon, along with the Sunday scriptures readings 

and a short worship format, each Sunday by 11:00 a.m.   

(Hopefully without any technical glitches).    While this will 

be helpful for many of our families, it may not be as helpful 

for our families with younger children.   (There is a huge 

difference for a child sitting in a sanctuary surrounded by 

others and sitting at home watching a video).  So feel free 

to adapt what we post on our website for what might work 

best for your family.  Including using Bible story books, the 

Small Catechism, or some of the video links above in place 

of the “sermon.”   
 

So how do we get going on this whole “Family Altar” thing?   
Pick a time and a place for this to become your routine.  

Sunday mornings at 11:00 would work, but so would 

Sunday nights or whatever time works best for you and 

your family.  The principle here is to have a plan and stick to 

it.  And a place.   You may need a TV with web connection 

or laptop to utilize some of the links above.  But all other 

distractions should be set aside during “Family Altar” time.  
Including cell phones, texting, email, all the rest.  It’s going 
to feel a bit odd and uncomfortable at first, but I guarantee 

it will be worth it.  Indeed, after a few sessions your older 

kids can probably start leading the family altar, with a little 

guidance.  And keep it light and fun.  It the devotion ends 

up going down a rabbit trail of “why does the Bible say 
this?” then so much the better!  
 

Another option for either “Family Altar” or personal 
devotions is a simple Bible reading list coupled with a copy 

of the Small Catechism.   Simply read a chapter of the Bible, 

followed by reading a short section of the catechism (for 

example, one of the petitions of the Lord’s Prayer), 
followed by Luther’s morning or evening prayer (also in the 
catechism). 

 

Here is a suggested Bible reading list for April, starting 

midway through the Gospel of Matthew to correspond with 

Holy Week and Easter. 

April  1 Matthew 17 (Transfiguration) 

 2 Matthew 18 

 3 Matthew 19 

 4 Matthew 20 

 5 Matthew 21   

   Palm Sunday – The Triumphal Entry 

 6 Matthew 22 

 7 Matthew 23 

 8 Matthew 24 

 9 Matthew 25 

 10 Matthew 26  

 11 Matthew 27 

 12 Matthew 28 

   Easter Sunday – The Resurrection 

 

Starting the Monday after Easter, start reading through the 

Book of Acts.  Keep it simple.  One chapter a day, followed 

by a section of the Small Catechism and either Luther’s 
prayer, the Lord’s Prayer, or a prayer of your own.   If you 
need a Small Catechism, stop by the church office.  

 

RLC SERVANTHOOD SCHOLARSHIP 

APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE 

Rushford Lutheran Church’s high 

school seniors interested in 

receiving a Rushford Lutheran 

Church Servanthood Scholarship are 

invited to apply for a scholarship/grant if you are 

planning to attend a technical school or college in the 

fall of 2020. Scholarship applications are available. To 

receive one via email, please email the church office.  

These applications must be returned to the church 

office on or before Sunday, April 5, 2020. No late 

applications will be considered. 

The amount of the scholarship will be determined by a 

point system.  The criteria will be based on: 

1. Interview (punctuality/appearance); 

2. Question responses;  

3. Church involvement;  



4. Community involvement; and 

5. Application appearance. 

Maximum scholarship will be $500 with minimum of 

$100.  Please take this into consideration when you 

return your application. 

RLC Scholarship Committee 

Congregational Council 

Meeting March 9, 2020 

 (These are un-official minutes!! Minutes in draft form; 

not yet approved.) 

Conference room  

Present:  Mike Messenger, Shari Michel, Jim Bernier, Barb 

Johnson, June Vitse, John Munter, Dean Hatlevig, Amy 

Luhmann, & Vicki Nelson 

Others Present: Jean Krambeer, Pastor Steve Chellew 

 

1. Devotions & Prayer Concerns: Vicki Nelson 

2. Adoption of Agenda: Motion Approved (MA) 

3. Secretary's Report: MA & Election Minutes: MA 

4. Treasurer's Report: Presented and MA.  Money to 

Endowment Fund from Memorial Giving ($3,589 general 

memorial x 15%=$538.35). This amount includes non-

designated memorials/endowments go to investments. 

Goal: Keep RLC historical. MA 

5. Pastoral Report: Hospital-Steve Burdey; Homebound 

Visits-23; 1 Baptism-Milayna Lynn Duneman; Funerals-Kevin 

Klungtveldt and Alice Scattum. MA 

6. Unfinished Business:  

a.  Cord's Family: They are living at home. Pastor 

Steve will check on their needs. Table for further 

information. 

b. Committee Appointments and Responsibilities:  

Finance-Dean, Jim 

Education-Shari 

Youth-Mike 

Membership-Amy 

Worship-Vicki 

Endowment-Jim 

Properties-John 

Scholarships-Barb 

Human Resource-June 

MA 

c. Review Congregational Annual Meeting:  

 i. 2020 Structural Project Update-$100,000; 

Payment sent to Jerome -$22,101. Still owe 

$50,000. Looking into shingles/chimney: bricks and 

mortar disposal-Trevor.  Property Project-John 

Munter. Well done-Thank you. MA 

 ii. World Mission Prayer League 

(Benevolence)-Iglesia Magnusons-add this category 

World Missions. It will be split by % with Tanzania & 

S.E. Asia. MA 

7. New Business: 

a. Office Staff-The HR Committee recommended 

Jessica Heiden for limited part time work in the 

church office. Jessica is highly qualified & comes 

with plenty of office experience. Jessica's 

responsibilities will include the church newsletter & 

the webpage. There will be no additional costs. No 

increased hours. MA 

Emma will continue work this summer. Her 

responsibilities include printing the bulletins, 

updating calendar and power points, managing the 

signage and membership files.  

Thank you, to the Church Office-you keep RLC 

running efficiently! 

b. Bid received for stained glass window: Table it 

until John gets more information. 

c. Devotion Schedule:  

March: Vicki; April: Jim; May: John; June: Barb; July: 

Dean; August: June; September: Shari; October: 

John; November: Pastor Steve; December: Vicki; 

January: Amy; February: Dean 

d. Council Members Easter Breakfast Help: 7:00-

8:00 AM and/or 9:00-10:00 AM 

Church Council Members will help the Membership 

Committee.  A "thank you" ahead of time for plans 

for the cleanup. 

e. Augustana District: Pastor Steve and Lisa will 

attend the Augustana District 2020 Convention on 

May 1st & 2nd as our church delegates. MA 

f. Lawn Mowing Service: Jean will check for 

interest for summer mowing. Table until further 

information. 

8. Committee Reports: MA 

Closing Prayer/Motion to Adjourn-MA 

Respectfully Submitted, Vicki Nelson, Council Secretary 

Cash Summary Report 

Balance brought forward 2/1/2020  $ 21,081.64 

TOTAL RECEIPTS   $ 51,202.39 

DISBURSEMENTS   $ 55,989.10 

TOTAL ON HAND 2/29/2020  $ 16,294.93 

LCMC YOUTH GATHERING IN 

WARRENS, WI 

 



LCMC Regional Youth event, March 6-8, focused on verse 

Zephaniah 3:17. “I Am With You”  
Speaker, Chris Dahl, focused on the topics: God’s Story-Our 

Story, Mountaintop Stories, Imperfect Stories, Everyday 

Stories. Radiant Worship band blessed us with their musical 

talents. One of the band members had commented on 

something his Mother told him a long time ago; “God didn’t 
give you a talent to keep to yourself, he gave it for you to 

share with others.”  

Some of the mission work the kids did was help collect and 

sort supplies for the homeless shelter. The leader also had a 

game the kids played to show them how easy it could be to 

find themselves homeless.  

The weekend was filled with breaker sessions, worship 

sessions, free time to use the waterpark and meet new 

friends. We had a total of 12 students and 4 adults attend 

the event.  

 
  

PRAYER CONCERNS 

Please keep our homebound members including 

those in the Bremmer Suites, Good Shepherd 

Apartments and Good Shepherd Nursing Home, 

along with those members with long-term illness, in 

your thoughts are prayers. Since they cannot have personal 

visits at this time, feel free to send a “thinking of you” card 
to them. 

At Good Shepherd: 

Dr. John Peterson, Audrey Peterson, Marilyn Nelson, 

Verta Johnson, Evelyn Bremseth, Dorothy Anderson, 

Rena Laumb, Margaret Sorum, Eileen Johnson, 

Betty Hoiland, Vonnie Helleland, Ellen Overland, 

Dorothy Wunderlich, and Helen and Virgil Mehus. 

At Bremmer Suites: 

Lou Peterson, Phyllis Jorde, Verdayne Jorde, Laurine 

Woxland and Phyllis Hatleli. 

At Good Shepherd Apartments: 

Bud and Joyce Gilbertson (Apt. 104), Olive Peterson 

(Apt. 406), Diane Grover (Apt. 603) and Norma 

Jorde (Apt 105). 

 

Continued prayers of healing and comfort for: David 

Anderson, Wilton (Willy) Bunke, Cherryl Kjos, Jeannette 

Colbenson, Virgil Mehus, Ada Kjos, Laurie Marcoux, Judy 

Brand, Kenny Feine, Brian Breer, Bill Jeffers, Mike Wick, 

Deborah Bybee-Newly; Renee Moran, Tony Hallum, and 

Michele Benson Thompson 

FAMILY EDUCATION NEWS  

April 2020 

Happy Spring! 

 

It’s unfortunate we can’t come together at this time to 
worship our Savior.  But, there are plenty of resources out 

there to help you continue to grow in your faith while at 

home.  You can visit https://answersingenesis.org/kids for 

videos, activities and devotions like these below.  Get out 

those bibles and look up the scriptures. 

 

Family Devotion Time: Sick Squad 

The Bible tells us that during the creation week about 6,000 

years ago, Jesus made a perfect world (Genesis 1–2; John 

1:3). There was no suffering, tears, or sickness before Adam 

sinned (Genesis 3). 

So that brings up some big questions. We have this super-

complex, packs-a-mean-wallop immune system that can 

keep most bad germs out and blast any that slip in. But 

what about before the fall? Did Jesus create humans with 

an immune system? After all, the first two people didn’t 
need to worry about getting a cold while they walked in 

Eden. 

 

Here’s the Deal 
God likely designed the immune system to serve as a sort of 

good germ “shepherd” before the fall, and now it also 
works as a super defender against bad germs. 

Since God finished up his universe-creating work in six days 

(Exodus 20:11), we’ve probably always had our immune 

system. But Bible-believing scientists think it had a slightly 

different function at first. 

In fact, our immune system isn’t just there to fight the bad 
guys. It also works to identify and “shepherd” the good 
bacteria in our bodies, making sure there aren’t too many 
in one place and moving them where they need to go. It 

also helps to clean out and recycle old blood cells so that 

they don’t pile up. 
But no matter what the prefall function, we can be grateful 

that our Master Designer gave us all these defenders. We 

need them to kick the sick out. 

 

Talk About It 

Read Genesis 1:31. How do we know that God did not 

create bad germs? 

Read Revelation 21:1–5. When will God remove sickness 

from the earth? Why do we get sick today? 

When people are sick, what are some ways you can 

encourage them? 

 

 

 

https://answersingenesis.org/kids
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Genesis%201.1-5
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%201.3
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%201.3
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Genesis%203.1-5
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Exod%2020.11
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%201.31
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rev%2021.1%E2%80%935


Hey Kids! 

If you’ve ever wanted “super powers,” just remember that 

you already have some! God gave you a super powerful 

immune system to keep you healthy. 

 

FUN FACTS: 

The oldest man whose age is recorded in Scripture was 

Methuselah, who died at the age of 969. He also died 

before his father Enoch—since Enoch did not die but was 

taken to heaven directly by God (Genesis 5:23-27). 

Babylonian king Nebuchadnezzar demanded that his wise 

men tell him what dream he had the night before—and 

what it meant—or face execution. God revealed to Daniel 

the dream and its meaning, and Nebuchadnezzar promoted 

Daniel to Chief Prefect (Daniel 2). 

 

COLORING PAGE  

Share your Easter celebration memories with your children.  

Tell them the wonderful and amazing story of the empty 

tomb and Jesus’ resurrection.  
 

ACTIVITY – PAPER AIRPLANES 

Materials  

1. Variety of paper types: copier paper, construction 

paper, card stock 

2. Paper airplane patterns—print several according to 

the ability levels of your children from 

http://www.foldnfly.com 

3. Measuring tape 

4. Masking tape 

5. Crayons 

6. Optional: world map and toy hoops 

At the tower of Babel, God confused the language of the 

people, causing them to spread out over the earth. This 

happened about 4,000 years ago. How do you think the 

people began to move to different parts of the earth? Do 

you think any of them used an airplane? It’s not very likely, 
is it? The airplane was invented rather recently and wasn’t 
around during the tower of Babel times. 

The inventors of the first powered flight in an airplane were 

two brothers named Orville and Wilbur Wright. The Wright 

brothers grew up knowing God and enjoyed studying his 

creation. They examined 

how birds fly, the shape of their wings and bodies, and how 

their wings change shape as they 



fly. They used that knowledge to design and build a 

machine that would fly. In December of 1903, after many 

years of experimentation on wing shape and propellers and 

how to make it go, Orville Wright flew their plane a 

distance of about 120 feet staying in the air for 12 seconds. 

Later that day, Wilbur flew about 852 feet and stayed in the 

air for 59 seconds. The name of their first plane was the 

Wright Flyer. 

 

There are four forces that operate on an airplane to keep it 

flying through the sky. The one we're most 

familiar with is the one that keeps us on the ground. Do you 

know what it is? Gravity. God made this law in the 

beginning and because God never changes, the laws he 

makes never change. Because of the force of gravity, we 

know that tomorrow we won't wake up and fly off into the 

sky. God made the force of gravity and it doesn't change! 

So, the weight of the plane pulls the plane down toward 

the earth because of gravity, and this is one of the forces. 

Do you know what we call the opposite force from gravity? 

Lift. This force pulls the airplane up in the air. 

Day 2 Experiment: Flying High • 25 

Do you know what the force is called that makes the 

airplane move forward? Thrust. Your arm gives a paper 

airplane thrust when you push it through the air. In a real 

airplane, the engines thrust the plane forward. And the 

force that balances thrust is drag. Drag is what helps to 

slow down the plane when it needs to land. Today, you're 

going to design and build an airplane out of paper! 

Pass out the pieces of paper and the patterns. They can 

experiment with different paper types and shapes. Younger 

children will require more help with making their airplanes. 

Older children can follow the patterns themselves. They 

can color them and name them, if they want to.  

Experiment with how far they fly and how long they stay in 

the air. Place a piece of masking tape on the floor and 

stretch out the measuring tape. They can stand at the 

masking tape and toss their airplanes to see how far they 

go. Use a stopwatch to time their flights. Or, to make it a 

little more challenging, hang a world map a distance away 

and see if they can hit a specific continent. Or, you can 

suspend toy hoops at differing heights and see if they can 

get their planes through the various targets. Make the 

targets worth different points. 

 

Although the people at the time of the tower of Babel 

didn't have airplanes, today we can use airplanes to help 

bring the good news of Jesus to people who ended up in 

faraway places after the families moved apart. 

 

Memory Builders: 

Fantastic job by the 5th grade class in reciting the Books of 

the Old Testament and good job by the 6th graders reciting 

the Books of the New Testament on March 15th.   

We are very proud of everyone for working hard on their 

memory work! 

 

 
We’ll hopefully be able to re-schedule 4th, 3rd, and 1st grade 

memory work.   

Mountains of Food! Thank you to all who contributed to 

March MN Food Share month.  The food collected will be 

given to the SEMCAC Food Shelf. Thanks to all those that 

donated food or money to help feed those in our 

community that struggle to put food on the table. 

POP TAB TIME- The 4th grade class and teachers 

will hopefully be delivering the pop tabs to the 

Ronald McDonald House on Sunday, May 3rd. 

Letter and permission slip will be mailed home.  

Please keep collecting pop tabs for the Ronald McDonald 

House and leave them in the lower level of the Education  

wing.   

Don’t forget to sign up for Summer Bible camps! Funds are 

available!  Please contact the church office, Pastor Steve, or 

me for information. 

May 10th is Mother’s Day and the final day of Sunday school 
until September. Stay tuned for more information.  

Hopefully the events currently happening will pass soon 

and we’ll be able to get together again.  Remember to Build 
Each Other Up!  Continue to review your memory work, 

read your bible, and pray.  

God’s Blessings 

Christine Anderson, Family Education Director 

Cell: 507-858-5968 



 

Rushford Lutheran Church 

Physical Address: 101 S Mill Street, Rushford, MN 

Mailing Address:  PO Box 399, Rushford, MN 55971 
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