
MISSION STATEMENT OF RUSHFORD LUTHERAN CHURCH  
Rushford Lutheran Church is people gathered by God's Word and Sacraments and sent to make Christ 

known to all persons and to serve all people.   
 
 

CHRIST CENTERED * BIBLE BASED * FAMILY FOCUSED * MISSION MINDED 
 

  
Portals of Prayer daily 

devotional books (April-June) 

are available and if you’d like 
one mailed to your residence, 

please email us back. 

Happy Mother’s Day 

to all the moms in our lives 

on Sunday, May 10 

 

Rushford Lutheran 

Church is a Stephen 

Ministries site. 

 

 

 

 

 

The church building and its offices remain closed at this time.  

Check our website for timely updates!  If you absolutely need 

access, please contact Pastor Steve (507-703-1221). Feel free to 

call or email the office with messages. 

507.864.7152 / rlc@acegroup.cc 

 

Drive Up Communion 

May 3rd & 17th 

10 am - noon 

 

Our Sunday sermon will be posted on our church website: 

www.rushfordlutheran.com by 11 AM on Sundays. 

Homebound members with “home phone”, please turn on your 
phones at the regular time of 9 AM to hear the service.  

 
If people would like to receive a copy of the bulletin to follow 

with the service, please email us at rlc@acegroup.cc. These 

bulletins are distributed Thursday morning via email. They 

include church announcements and prayer concerns.  

 

Stay calm and continue to pray for strength, well-being, good 

health and fast healing.  

 
RUSHFORD LUTHERAN CHURCH  

MAY 2020 NEWSLETTER 
 

WORSHIP SERVICE: 
11:00 AM Sunday Worship Available to View  

Online @ www.rushfordlutheran.com                          
 

 

mailto:rlc@acegroup.cc
http://www.rushfordlutheran.com/
mailto:rlc@acegroup.cc
http://www.lcmc.net/


Pastor’s Corner 

As I write this pastor’s letter on April 20th, I am already 

seeing articles coming out predicting the changes that will 

occur in our nation, and our world, following the 

Corona Virus Pandemic.  And the general tone of 

these articles ranges from “we are resilient people 
and we, along with the economy, will simply 

bounce back when it’s done” to “everything and 
everyone will be different, life will be completely 

altered, and there is a good chance disaster will 

ensue.” 

So the range of feelings is, like most things, from 

totally optimistic to totally doomsday pessimistic.   One 

writer even made the comparison to how much things 

changed following 9/11.  The Iraq and Afghanistan wars, 

airport security, the surge of patriotism, even the “New 
York skyline.”  But in the very same breath this author also 

noted that the greatest changes were for New Yorkers, not 

all of the rest of us.  And one way or another this pandemic 

has affected all of us directly. 

Things did change on that Tuesday, September 11, 

2001.  For the nation, and for us as individuals.  But on that 

day and in the months following there was no way I could 

predict the changes that occurred in me.  Looking back 

some of the changes that I made are easy to see; but most 

of the changes are fuzzy and uncertain.  Nationally, church 

attendance and faith renewal spiked following that tragedy 

– for about six months.  But then church attendance 

declined to numbers below where they had been on 9/11. 

So I guess I am a little pessimistic about anyone’s ability to 
actually predict how things will be in the “post-corona 

world.”  And while at this point we can see a return to 

normalcy somewhere around the corner, we also know that 

Covid-19 has not yet been cured, and that a vaccination for 

the virus is still many months away.  Like the “war on 
terrorism,” the “war on viruses” has only just begun. 

Church articles about the changes that will occur have 

followed the same suit.  Everything from the virus will lead 

to the next “Great Awakening” in American Christianity, to 
the pandemic will be the last great nail in the coffin of 

church attendance and organized religion in America.  And 

while American Christianity is certainly ripe and overdo for 

revival, I’m not sure this is the thing that will do it.  An 

unfortunate side effect of “online church” is the same 
effect online shopping has had on Mainstreet USA.   Why go 

out when you can get it at home? 

Well, let me tell you why being here is better than staying 

home, just in case you are starting to forget.  Because the 

one thing that this experience has already changed in me is 

my understanding of church.  As a preacher, I tend to lean 

heavily into church being preaching and liturgy and 

teaching Bible study and confirmation and all of that.  That 

is, the “things” I do as a preacher for the 
church.   (Preachers tend to have too much of a top down 

view of church to begin with.) 

 But I miss you guys.  This building is downright 

strange with no one here.  And it is really strange 

preaching to a camera, to our internet 

congregation.   I miss the baby crying and the kid 

blurting out the obvious half-way through the 

sermon.  I miss the weekly check-up at the door, 

how you doing, how’s it going?  (And yes, shaking 

hands).  I miss the men’s club camaraderie and 
weekly fellowship, and the eagerness they attack this 

week’s project.   I miss the ladies circles and their 

dedication to pray for those hurting and faithfully studying 

God’s Word; and of course the desserts that come with it.  I 
miss seeing the kids scampering through the building 

heading for their Sunday School classes.  Hey, I’m even 
starting to miss my confirmation class, so you know it’s 
getting bad! 

In fact, what I miss the most is normal.  Normal church, 

with all of its blessings and burdens.  Things are going to 

change, in our nation, in our church, and in ourselves.  But 

right now the thing I want the most is simply for things to 

get back to normal.  Who knew normal could be so good? 

In Christ’s Loving Service, 
Pastor Steve 

Special Thanks! 

A special thanks goes out to 

Steve Burdey and Vicki Nelson 

for assisting Pastor Steve on 

Sundays for modified worship 

service.  It is greatly 

appreciated, and their efforts 

are not going unnoticed!   

 

Praise Team News 

Necessity is the mother of invention, or so they say. 

That statement has proven to be quite true these past 

couple months, as the world has adapted to a new 

normal.  Like nearly every church in the country, our 

Sunday mornings are different now. Though a lack of 

personal fellowship does not take away our ability to 

worship, it does leave a gaping hole in our lives.  

For me, this meant that my hard-fought plans for the 

rest of the year had all come to naught, knowing that 

Easter, Mother’s Day, and the end of the year were all 



coming up, in addition to a joint concert with the 

Winona Hims.  

 

The members of the Praise Team had been musically 

leading a community youth choir featuring kids from 

nearly every church in the RP Valley. The morning that 

Governor Walz laid out the upcoming school closures 

was the last time we met. From that day forward, all 

events were put on hold. Even though I had no idea 

when we would be able to meet again to sing, the 

thought of losing those Sundays with the kids was 

overwhelming.  

 

But hope sprang afresh! Seeing all the inventive ways 

artists across the globe were sharing their music 

inspired me to find a way for the Praise Team to sing 

on Easter Sunday. Just telling congregants that they 

would be able to hear the kids sing for Easter brought 

tears to their eyes, as well as mine, as we all longed for 

the beauty of celebrating the risen King as a church 

family.  

 

Long story short, I found a program online that would 

help make a virtual choir. Each member of the PT 

recorded themselves singing and/or playing, sent it to 

me, and I put them all together and sent them to 

Pastor. Voila, Easter Sunday featured the Praise Team 

singing “In Christ Alone”! Now, it was not nearly as 
easy as that makes it sound, for me, the kids, or their 

parents. Some kids needed to rerecord their part three 

times, and with all the challenges parents already 

faced with the newfound addition of distance learning, 

I feared the choir might be a little smaller than normal, 

lol. So, let me say that all parties involved need to be 

commended for exceptional effort!  

 

 

 
 

In addition, we launched a Rushford Lutheran Church 

Youth Facebook page, inviting all the Sunday School 

teachers to help provide lessons, devotions, prayers, 

and songs in lieu of class. Steven and I produced a 

series of messages for Holy Week and hope to 

continue for the foreseeable future. Please, any 

member of the congregation who would like to help 

provide content, get ahold of me! It feels like a lot of 

pressure, with everyone in the world producing 

content for the internet, but it doesn’t need to be 
fancy. Bring the gospel and your heart, and the rest 

will fall into place. We don’t need to conduct a three-

ring circus to show people that Jesus is the way, the 

truth, and the life.  

 

 
 

Since we don’t know what the future will hold, we’ll 
just have to keep on living one day at a time, which is 

good advice even when not in the midst of a 

pandemic. Thank you to Pastor, council, RLC staff, 

education and all other committees for all of your hard 

work during this time! 

-Kristin Burdey 

 

Lynne Munter’s Bible study, 

“Experiencing God” has been 

postponed until the fall of 2020. 

 

 

Congregational Council 

Meeting April 13, 2020 

(These are un-official minutes.  

 Minutes in draft form; not yet approved.) 

 "GoToMeeting" 
Present:  Mike Messenger, Jim Bernier, Barb Johnson, June 

Vitse, John Munter, Amy Luhmann, Dean Hatlevig, Shari 

Michel, & Vicki Nelson 
Others Present: Pastor Steve, Jean Krambeer 
Devotions & Prayer Concerns: 
Devotions by John Munter-Jesus is our Safety Net 



Prayer concerns: Virgil Mehus passed away Easter morning. 

Laurie Marcoux-cancer, Cherryl Kjos has cancer-began 

chemo, leaders of our nation and world 
Adoption of Agenda: (MA) 
Secretary's Report: (MA) 

 
Treasurer's Report: 
End of March-the financials look good. Jean applied for the 

Small Business Administration (SBA) Loan Paycheck 

Protection Program (PPP) with Merchants Bank. It is a 

program the government is providing to profit and 

nonprofit organizations.  It is a low interest (1% loan) for 

two years. This loan is regarding the payroll. It also includes 

employees’ benefits. If we assume the loan of $30,000+, 
the church needs to use 75% of it for payroll and 25% for 

utilities. The church is following the guidelines to utilize this 

program. The church will have to keep the same number of 

employees that we have. You can add employees, but you 

can't take away employees. (MA) 

 
Pastoral Report: 
6 Hospital Visits 
2 Funerals: 3/14-Mildred Buross; 3/31-Evelyn Bremseth 
Virgil Mehus passed away Easter morning 4/12 
Homebound visits-4 visits before the nursing home closed 
Pastor Steve makes home-phone visits-13 home phone 

visits before the Stay at Home order. 

 
Online Worship Service & Drive Up Communion: 
Modified worship on 3/22-YouTube and website 

(combined) 306 

 
Modified worship on March 29, views 221 
Modified worship on April 5, views 330 
Modified worship on Maundy Thursday, April 9, views 117 

(drive-up communion served 103) 
Modified worship on Good Friday, April 10, views 145 
Modified worship Easter Service-246 views (The view count 

continues throughout the week) 
 (drive-up communion served 151) 
Home Phone-7 people are listening; the church can offer 

this service up to 20 people. 
People gave offering as well during this time. (MA) 

 
Unfinished Business:  
a. Record email vote approval of Jean working from home 

and closure of church building. (MA) 
b. Record email vote approval of Drive-Up Communion 

(MA) 
c. Lawn Service-Sam Kingsley-agreed to mow the church 

yard this spring-fall. (MA) 

 
New Business: 
a. Funeral Service Option: The church may have 10 people 

present for a funeral service. 

b. Capital Improvement Options: Jerome will begin in May-

taking down the chimneys. John is waiting to meet with 

people regarding the stained glass. We have another bid. 

Since the window is okay, the church can wait on this 

option.  As far as Jerome-payment of $30,000 will be made 

in June and $22,000 in the fall-hopefully in the late fall.  
c. Live Streaming-look into Wi-Fi in the facility. It looks like a 

$1,200 project. 
So far, all positive comments on the church services during 

this Covid19 closure. Jean added 30 emails-over 100 

bulletins going out on Thursday. Online offering has 

increased.  

 
Committee Reports: (MA)Closing Prayer/Motion to 

Adjourn-MA 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Vicki Nelson 

 

March Cash Summary Report 
Balance brought forward 3/1/2020  $16,294.93 

TOTAL RECEIPTS   $44,359.83 

DISBURSEMENTS   $42,901.43 

TOTAL ON HAND 3/31/2020  $17,753.33 
  

CALENDER & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

ALL SUNDAYS IN MAY 
9:00 AM     HOME PHONES: DIAL IN FOR WORSHIP 

SERVICE 

11:00 AM            MODIFIED SUNDAY WORSHIP 

AVAILABLE ON WEBSITE 

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING VIA ZOOM 7 PM MAY 11 

FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING VIA ZOOM 6:15 PM 

MAY 11 

THERE WILL BE NO MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 

MEETING IN MAY. 

  

Special Prayer Request: Four couples 

of our faith community have 

weddings planned during May and 

June.  Please keep these couples in 

your prayers as they struggle with 

how to abide by the precautions of the Coronavirus 

Pandemic while at the same time celebrating their 

wedding vows.  The couples and dates of weddings 

are:  Jordan Honken and Riley Vitse, Penny Wunderlich 

and Nathan Klinski, Jade Pelzl and Clay Olstad, and 

Sara Lind and Cole Kingsley.   Please lift them up in 

prayer to our Heavenly Father. 



  

In Our Prayers: Early Easter Sunday morning our Lord 

called to rest his servant Virgil Mehus.  Virgil was 

recently diagnosed with ALS, Lou Gehrig’s 
disease.  Please keep Helen and Virgil’s family in your 
prayers.  A memorial service for Virgil will be held at a 

later date when his family and friends can safely 

gather.  

  

No Internet?  No Wi-FI?  You 

Can Still Tune In. Our home 

phone system will be 

expanding so you don’t need 
one of the church’s special 
phones to dial in. Please 

contact Pastor Steve if you are 

interested. There are only 12 

more lines available per 

licensing requirements held by the phone company. 

Please share this with our members who do not 

currently have access via the Web to our services. 

  

E-mail Your E-mail   We know you are already getting 

this e-mail, but please think of a fellow member or a 

family member of RLC that are not yet receiving the 

news.  Please send their email 

to rlc@acegroup.cc (With their permission, of course). 

  

ELECTRONIC GIVING: At Rushford Lutheran Church, 

we use Vanco Services for direct payments. Just go to 

our website www.rushfordlutheran.com and look for 

the Tab GIVING, click on that. There will appear a box. 

Click on Sign In/Sign Up at the top right corner of that 

box. It will walk you through the set  

up. OR visit www.vancopayments.com/OnlineGiving to 

set up your giving account. You can also download the 

free app “Give+” on your smart phone, search for 
Rushford Lutheran Church and follow the set up. You 

may choose to give to the general fund, missions, 

building improvements, memorial giving, Easter or 

lent. You can set your offering or contribution to be a 

one time, weekly, biweekly, monthly, etc. With these 

challenging times of “social distancing”, this is a great 
option to submit your offerings and contribution to 

your church. It’s fast and easy. 

  
OFFERINGS AND CONTRIBUTIONS 
AND MEMORIALS CAN ALWAYS BE 
MAILED TO RUSHFORD LUTHERAN 
CHURCH, PO BOX 399, RUSHFORD, 
MN 55971 IF ELECTRONIC GIVING IS 
NOT AN OPTION FOR YOU. 

  

Trinity Lutheran Church, St. Charles. Please keep in 

your prayers a brand new mission church started in 

near  by St. Charles.  This is a break-off group from the 

local ELCA congregation.  They currently number 

around 60 members and have already been chartered 

as an official congregation in the State of 

Minnesota.   Both Pastor Steffenson and Pastor Steve 

have been able to provide guidance.   We have also 

just donated one hundred of our old green hymnals 

for their use.   As they too are currently unable to 

meet for worship, some of their members are tuning 

into our church’s weekly posting 

  

The Sunday morning Bible study is still meeting via 

Zoom video conference.  The study is at 1 pm on 

Sundays (after we’ve had a chance to watch the 
church service).  If anyone wants the link to join the 

group they can email Becky Stocker 

at countrybumpkins@acegroup.cc. 

  

At this time, given the current climate of protective 

measures enacted across our service area to mitigate 

the coronavirus, COVID19, the Mayo Clinic Hospice 

Programs Bereavement of Grief Support Groups and 

Healing Adventure Youth Grief Camp and in person 

bereavement support are suspended.  At this time, 

the Healing Adventure Youth Grief Camp, scheduled 

for September 26th and Adult Grief Support Groups 

scheduled to start on September 14, 2020 have not 

been suspended.  Changes and additions to Mayo 

Clinic Hospice program’s various bereavement 
supports will mailed or e-mailed for your convenience 

when known.  Please know that bereavement support 

remains available through telephone contacts.  This 

preventative aimed decision comes from Mayo Clinic’s 
dedication of you and your family’s health.  For 

bereavement support please contact us at: 1-800-679-

9084 or 507-284-4002.  E-

mail: rsthospicebereavement@mayo.edu. 
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 Thank you for all the 

many greetings  from 

my church family on my 

100th birthday. ~ Olive 

Peterson.  

FAMILY EDUCATION NEWS  

May 2020 

I would normally be inviting everyone to join our end-of-

year activities on the last day of Sunday school on May 

10th.  We would be preparing a song for all of the kids to 

sing.  I would tally up attendance awards, collect teacher 

surveys, and prepare a recap our year.  But this year is 

different. The Covid-19 pandemic has us all tucked into the 

safety our homes and unable to join together in the success 

of another Sunday school year.  I could dwell on all of the 

things that we didn’t get to finish, but I’m not going to do 
that.  I’m a positive person and I try to find the good in even 

the bad times.  Bad days make you appreciate the good 

days even more. I challenge all of you to find the good; be 

the better person; continue to build each other up, even 

when from a distance. Stay positive. Pray. 

 
I’ve had another wonderful and rewarding year as the 

Family Education Director. I thank everyone who helped 

and I thank God for giving me this opportunity. I look 

forward to next year! 

 
Thank you to those that donated 

food. We were able to stack it 

high!  I had to “crop” in some 
kiddos to the Mountain of Food 

picture. Please continue to give 

to the food shelf. Donations are 

needed year-round. They take monetary donations, 

donations of food and personal care items.  Let’s be sure 
that food is available to any household experiencing a food 

crisis, especially during this time of a pandemic.  

 

It was great to see some of you on Easter during the cold 

communion drive-through.  Thank you to Holli, Michele, 

Shari, and Bruce for joining me in preparing and passing out 

goodies to the kids that came through with their parents 

and for helping to try and block the wind. 
   

May is Sunday School Teacher 

appreciation month. Thank you to these 

teachers and helpers: Nick & Brittany 

Agrimson,  Megan & Michele Ekern, Brenda 

& Riley Tesch, Emily Brennan, Karissa Eide, 

Maddy Anderson, Tracy Knutson, Emma 

Schuster, Nicole Messenger, Stephanie 

Evenson, Anne Boehmke, Brendon Honken, Melissa Feine, 

Lisa Chellew, Sharon Horton, Beth Tudahl, Audra Skalet, 

Karen Zibrowski, Steve Burdey, and Pastor Steve Chellew. 
Thank you to the substitute teachers and any others that 

helped out during the year.  Flowers will be planted out 

front of the church in honor and appreciation of the Sunday 

school teachers and the wonderful job they do to grow the 

faith of the students.  Your dedication is truly a blessing! 

 
A BIG thank you to Kristin Burdey for the wonderful job 

directing our youth to sing and all that goes along with 

that!   

 
Thank you to Lori Clobes for taking care of purchasing the 

snacks and supplies for Sunday morning family education 

classes.   

 
It takes many dedicated people to make the family 

education department successful.  We appreciate all the 

volunteers and feel blessed to have an opportunity to work 

with you all! Thank you to those serving on the Family 

Education committee. 

 
I will soon be recruiting teachers for next year.  It would be 

wonderful if you contacted me first to let me know that 

you’d like to volunteer to teach full or part time or be a 
substitute or helper! I pray that God leads you to do so. 

 
I hope to be able to have VBS this summer, so watch the 

newsletters for information. 

 
LESSON: JESUS LIVES! 
He’s alive! So now what?? Once the eggs have been found, 
chocolate consumed, and bonnets put away, it may seem 

that Easter loses its thrill. But the empty tomb is only the 

beginning of the story, and there are important lessons to 

be gained from events immediately after the resurrection 

as well as further down the road. Let’s focus on Christ’s 
appearances after the resurrection and how disciples 

perceived Him. Emphasis is on trusting, as well as how we 

are encouraged to spread the good news with others. 



We can be certain that Jesus is alive and worthy of our 

trust; because He takes away sin, we are to spread the 

news of His work with other people. 
Read John 20:19-31  

 
Jesus Appears to the Disciples 
19 On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the 

doors being locked where the disciples were for fear of the 

Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, 

“Peace be with you.” 20 When he had said this, he showed 

them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad 

when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace 
be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am 

sending you.” 22 And when he had said this, he breathed on 

them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you 

forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you 

withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld.” 

 
Jesus and Thomas 
24 Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was not 

with them when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told 

him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless 
I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger 

into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I 

will never believe.” 
26 Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, 

and Thomas was with them. Although the doors 

were locked, Jesus came and stood among them 

and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to 

Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; 
and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do 

not disbelieve, but believe.” 28 Thomas answered 

him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, 

“Have you believed because you have seen me? 
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 

believed.” 

 
The Purpose of This Book 
30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence 

of the disciples, which are not written in this book; 
31 but these are written so that you may believe 

that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by 

believing you may have life in his name. 

 
Jesus comes back to make His presence and life 

absolutely and undeniably evident. He confronts 

the skeptical twin face to face and allows his 

doubts to be laid to rest. The most striking detail in 

this encounter, though, at least for our sake as 

modern believers, is in verse 29. Jesus says 

“blessed are those who have not seen and yet 
have believed.” Who might that be? Us! We have 
not physically seen Jesus, but we know in whom 

we believe, and are blessed for it. 

 
ACTIVITY 
Get out the dominoes. Line them up in a long row. What 

might happen if one were to fall over? Now go ahead and 

start the chain reaction and watch the dominoes topple in a 

row. When we accept Christ and share His love, that can 

start a reaction with others catching on and spreading the 

good news! If feeling extra adventurous, use a more 

exciting and reactive element to illustrate this: make a 

baking soda/vinegar spout, or pour a tube of Mentos into a 

Diet Coke bottle. Explain how we can get so excited about 

Jesus that we can’t help bubbling over to share! 

Enjoy the spring weather! 

 
Christine Anderson 
Family Education Director 
christineandersonmn@yahoo.com 

507-858-5968  

 
Enjoy the coloring page!  This one and others in celebration 

of Mother’s Day are also available for printout on the 

website rushfordlutheran.com under Family Education 

News. 
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Amy Luhmann, Membership .....................................  ...........864-3121 ........ageiwitz@acegroup.cc 

John Munter, Properties ........................................................429-2969 ........johnmunter@yahoo.com  

Jim Bernier, Finance, Endowment .........................................261-4991 ........jrbernier@hotmail.com  

Barbara Johnson, Scholarship ................................................421-5472 ........johnson.barbara4@mayo.edu  
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