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MISSION STATEMENT OF RUSHFORD LUTHERAN CHURCH  
Rushford Lutheran Church is people gathered by God's Word and Sacraments 

and sent to make Christ known to all persons and to serve all people.  

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

SUNDAYS 

8:00 AM    Worship service 
(Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays) 

Home Phones: Dial in for worship 
service 

9:30 AM   Worship service  

(Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays)  

Home Phones: Dial in for worship 
service 

MONDAYS 

10:00 AM   Recorded worship 
available on website 

5:30 PM   Coffee House Worship  

(Communion following 1st & 3rd 
Sundays ) 

 

 

 

 

 

Portals of Prayer  (daily devotional books July-September) are available to pick up in the church office. 

RLC Rite of Confirmation 

 

The Rushford Lutheran Church confirmation 
students will be celebrating the Rite of 

Confirmation on Sunday, August 23 at 2:00 
p.m. The service will be open only to our students and 

their families. (See page 4 for more information.)   
 

Wednesday, August 5, 6:30-8:00 p.m. 

Confirmation Class at Fellowship Hall 
The Sacrament of Holy Baptism & Office of the Keys 

 

Thursday, August 13, 6:30-8:00 p.m. 

Confirmation Class at Fellowship Hall  
The Sacrament of Holy Communion 

 

 

Wednesday, August 19, 6:30 

Confirmation Rehearsal,  

Confirmation Readiness Essays & Gown Pickup  
 

Sunday, August 23, 2:00 p.m. 

Rite of Confirmation 

(Students will need to be at the church by 1:00 p.m. for pictures.  Please 
bring a $20 check payable to Ross Himlie Photography.) 

 

 

CHRIST CENTERED * BIBLE BASED * FAMILY FOCUSED * MISSION MINDED 
 

Rushford Lutheran Church is a Stephen Ministries site. 

http://www.lcmc.net/


 NEW AT CHURCH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now you can securely 
drop off your information 
or contribution when the 

church office is not 
available. Located next to 

the church office. 

 

 

PASTOR’S CORNER 

So, how long is this thing going to go on?  When Governor Walz mandated the 
closure of schools and churches way back in March, my initial thought was “a 
few weeks of this, maybe a month, and then - back to normal.”  Obviously, we 
are not back to normal.  Although we as a congregation are doing as much as 
possible to do what we normally do.  Still the question remains: how long? 

Psalm 13:1-2 (ESV) 1 How long, O Lord? Will you forget me forever? How long 
will you hide your face from me? 2 How long must I 
take counsel in my soul and have sorrow in my 
heart all the day? How long shall my enemy be 
exalted over me?  

 

The enemy that the psalmist, King David, is 
referring to here is, oddly enough, a prolonged 
illness.  David is not complaining to God about the 
Philistines or Canaanites, he is sick.  And he is sick of 
being sick.  The unspoken illness he cries about has 
become the number one enemy in life.   
 

Psalm 13:3-4 (ESV) 3 Consider and answer me, O 
Lord my God; light up my eyes, lest I sleep the 
sleep of death, 4 lest my enemy say, “I have 
prevailed over him,” lest my foes rejoice because I am shaken.  
 

David knows that this illness could lead to his death.  A death that his military 
enemies would rejoice over.  But they would also rejoice in simply seeing David 
“shaken.”  Shaken by the foe, shaken by the virus, shaken by the fears we all 
feel when we are face the unknown and don’t know the answer to the 
question: how long?  So, David prays. 
 

Psalm 13:5-6 (ESV) 5 But I have trusted in your steadfast love; my heart shall 
rejoice in your salvation. 6 I will sing to the Lord, because he has dealt 
bountifully with me.  
 

David realizes that just as God has dealt with him in the past, God will deal with 
him in the future.  I “have trusted” in your steadfast love in the past, therefore, 
my heart “shall rejoice” in whatever the future brings, especially the salvation 
God will bring in that future.  Our future faith is based on God’s past-tense 
faithfulness.  Faith is not simply hopeful optimism that things will get better 
some day.  Faith is the assurance that just as God has been faithful in the past, 
so God will continue to be faithful in the future.   
 

Still, that does not answer the question: How long, O Lord, how 
long?  According to Barna research, a small percentage of churches in America, 
that is less than 5%, have not resumed in-house worship, AND are not planning 
to resume in-house worship until 2021.  On the other end of the scale, 
somewhere over 50% of churches have resumed regular worship with 
modifications like we have been forced to make.  Those other forty percent are 
still figuring out what to do.  While we all are sitting around waiting and 
wondering, “how long?”   

 

Trust.  “I have trusted in your steadfast love…”  God’s love is always longer than 
our patience or impatience with him.  God’s love is steadfast; immovable, 
unwavering, firmly fixed in place.  King David survived the illness that beset him, 

One for the history 
books!   

Pastor Steve and Lisa 
prepare for “drive 

through” communion 
earlier this year. 



the illness that caused him to question God’s providence 
and protection.  And in the end his faith was made more 
certain, certain of God’s steadfast love, bounty, and 
ultimately the salvation that awaited him one day.  “I will 
sing to the Lord, because he has dealt bountifully with 
me.” 

 

And with you and me, and our congregation, as well. 
 

In Christ’s Loving Service, 

Pastor Steve 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

There will be no RLCW Meeting August 5th. 

 

Come Celebrate Pastor Fox’s Birthday 

Pastor Curtis Fox is turning 90 
and his family will be hosting an 
ice cream social on Saturday, 
August 22, 1-4 p.m.  Come and 
celebrate with us at the farm 
(31498 County 25 N, Peterson, 
MN) if you are well and feel 
safe.   

 

Operation Christmas Child will be here before we know it 
and we are asking RLC members that 
would like to participate again to 
drop off items to pack into the shoe 
boxes this fall.  Items such as: 
pencils, crayons, glue sticks, pencil & 
large erasers, pencil sharpeners, 
ivory soap, combs, hairbrush, 
toothbrush, reusable small cups, 
bowls & plates, new t-shirts, 
socks & underwear, hair bows, 
sunglasses, small interactive 
toys, etc.  Anything a child from 
ages 2 – 14 would enjoy 
receiving.  Last year we were 
able to fill 180 shoe boxes and 
hopefully we can do as many or 
more this year.  If you aren’t able 
to go shopping for items, 
monetary donations are gladly 
accepted since we will need to include $9.00 per shoebox 
to cover shipping costs.  Thank you for all your support in 
this project. 
 

RLCW All Occasion Cards are now $7 a box in the 
Fellowship Hall (unless otherwise marked). 
 

E-mail Your E-mail   We know you are already getting this e
-mail, but please think of a fellow member or a family 
member of RLC that are not yet receiving the news.  Please 
send their email to rlc@acegroup.cc (With their 
permission, of course). 

 

No Internet?  No Wi-FI?  You Can Still Tune In. Our home 
phone system will be expanding so you don’t need one of 
the church’s special phones to dial in. Please contact Pastor 
Steve if you are interested. There are only 12 more lines 
available per licensing requirements held by the phone 
company. Please share this with our members who do not 
currently have access via the Web to our services. 

   

ELECTRONIC GIVING: At Rushford Lutheran Church, we 
use Vanco Services for direct payments. Just go to our 
website www.rushfordlutheran.com and look for the Tab 
GIVING, click on that. There will appear a box. Click on Sign 
In/Sign Up at the top right corner of that box. It will walk 
you through the set  
up. OR visit www.vancopayments.com/OnlineGiving  to set 
up your giving account. You can also download the free app 
“Give+” on your smart phone, search for Rushford 
Lutheran Church and follow the set up. 
You may choose to give to the general 
fund, missions, building improvements, 
memorial giving, Easter or lent. You can 
set your offering or contribution to be a 
one time, weekly, biweekly, monthly, 
etc. With these challenging times of 
“social distancing”, this is a great option to submit your 
offerings and contribution to your church. It’s fast and 
easy. 

 

OFFERINGS AND CONTRIBUTIONS AND MEMORIALS can 
always be mailed to Rushford Lutheran Church, PO Box 
399, Rushford, MN 55971 if electronic giving is not an 
option for you. 

 

Reminders for attending in-person worship 

  

• Face masks are now required at all public gatherings in 
Minnesota  

• Seating in the sanctuary will be every other pew. Please 
social distance between families. 

• For those who prefer greater social distancing, 

mailto:rlc@acegroup.cc
http://www.rushfordlutheran.com/
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CFs22OTtQV6vgLYHQpgPciLIYzLSV30Tfl9vn6ALE7vWMqwEIABABIMnd_SAoBGDJ3uWJlKSQE6AB9dWW9wPIAQHIAxuqBCpP0LinoDVutgdkSJg0o0if7lpfQRdhRE7zwvYlGNaYPn3dJQDctnSwREeIBgGAB_Op6QiQBwGoB6a-G9gHAQ&ohost=www.google.com&cid=CA


speakers will be on in the Fellowship Hall for Sunday 
mornings. 

• No bulletin will be printed. The weekly bulletin will 
continue to be sent out on Thursdays via email. Please 
email Jean your email contact information if you are 
not receiving this each week. 

• Offering plates will be on stands at the doors. (Thank 
you for keeping our congregation strong so far through 
this crisis.) 

• Special instructions will be given for communion. 

• There will be no fellowship coffee hour  at present. 

• The sanctuary will be limited to approximately 75 
people. The narthex is limited to 20. You can always 
listen in the fellowship hall. 
 

FAMILY EDUCATION 

As we get closer to fall and the start of the school year, the 
questions about what Sunday school will be like is on my 
mind…. 24/7. I lose sleep over this dilemma.  I pray about 
it hoping to find answers.  At this time, I don’t have many 
answers.  The Covid-19 pandemic has created fear and 
uncertainty for many of us. All I can ask of you, my friends, 
is prayers, patience, and understanding during this time.  I 
will be meeting with Council this month to discuss 
options.   

For now, plan on having Rally Sunday on September 13th, 
2020.  Our theme is “God is Greater” based on 1 John 4:4 
“Little children, you are from God and have overcome 
them, for He who is in you is greater than he who is in the 
world.”  I encourage you to introduce that to your children 
and let them know that God is greater than everything and 
that He’s watching over us to protect us and lead us.   

I hope everyone has stayed safe 
this summer and has tried to 
enjoy their time at home 
together. 

Here’s some Bible Trivia fun for 
the kids. Answers next 
month.  I’d love to hear how 
many they got right! 

1. What was God’s sign to 
Noah that he would never destroy the earth again? 

2. Even though Abraham and Sarah were too old, 
what did God promise them? 

3. What did Jacob give Joseph that sparked jealousy 
from his siblings? 

4. How did Moses’ mother save him from the 
Egyptian soldiers? 

5. What city did God make the walls fall so Joshua 
and the Israelites could conquer it? 

6. What did David work as for his father? 

7. When Daniel prayed to God after it was not 
allowed, where was he thrown into? 

8. Who was Jesus’ human mother? 

9. Name the place where Jesus walked on water. 

10. How many disciples did Jesus choose? 

11. How much bread and fish did Jesus use to feed 
over 5,000 people? 

 

Congratulations to our confirmation students on their 
upcoming confirmation on August 23rd, 2020. 

Christine Anderson 

Family Education Director 

christineandersonmn@yahoo.com 

507-858-5968 

 

CONFIRMATION NEWS 

We are still planning to host the Rite of Confirmation 
service on Sunday, August 23 at 2:00 p.m.  The service will 
be open only to our students and their families.  Indeed, 
due to the fact that there 
are 17 students, we must 
limit each family to eight 
individuals.  (This is 
necessary to keep us 
under the current 
percentage limitations 
mandated by the state.)  
We will be taping the 
service for availability on 
our website.   
 

The section of classroom material that was not covered 
when things shut down in March is the sacraments.  Two 
crash course class sessions will be held to cover this 
material.   
 

Wednesday, August 5th, 6:30-8:00 p.m. 
The Sacrament of Holy Baptism & Office of the Keys 

Thursday, August 13, 6:30-8:00 p.m. 
The Sacrament of Holy Communion 

These two classes will be held in the Fellowship Hall so that 

mailto:christineandersonmn@yahoo.com


students may appropriately social-distance from one 
another.  In addition to the 
completing these two very 
important sessions, there are 
four students who have not 
completed worship reports.  
Worship services are now 
live once again, 8:00 and 
9:30 a.m. on Sunday, 5:30 
p.m. on Monday.  Or, students may use the recorded 
services already posted on our website for this purpose.   
 

During the class session on Thursday, August 13, we will be 
distributing confirmation robes for the  service.  There is a 
$35.00 deposit collected for the gown.  Please make the 
check to RLC.  The gown should be returned to the church 
office the week after Confirmation Sunday.  Please pin 
your student’s name on the gown in order to receive your 
deposit back.   
 

On Wednesday, August 19, 6:30 p.m., we will do a brief 
rehearsal for the service and listen to the students present 
their Confirmation Readiness essays.  This event will be 
held in the church sanctuary.  Once again, families are 
limited to eight individuals for this event.  (And again, due 
to state mandates there will not be a potluck.) 
 

Finally, things could change drastically before then.  But as 
of right now, this is where we are at.   
 

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL MEETING 

July 13, 2020 

7:00 P.M. Fellowship Hall 

PRESENT: Mike Messenger, Jim Bernier, Barb Johnson, 
June Vitse, John Munter, Amy Luhmann, Shari Michel, 
Dean Hatlevig, and Vicki Nelson 

STAFF PRESENT: Pastor Steve Chellew, Jean Krambeer 

 

1) Devotions & Prayer Concerns  

Devotions by Dean Hatlevig-Thank you, Martin Luther! 

Prayer Concerns: Audrey Peterson's family; John 
Kinneberg; Bill & Carol Jeffers; Uplifting fear/anxiety with 
Covid 

 

2) Adoption of Agenda: (MA) 

 

3) Secretary's Report: (MA) 

 

4) Treasurer’s Report: ( MA) 
Update on PPP Loan-All money is accounted for ($30,400). 
Contributions are up $300 from last year at this time. 
 

 

5)  Pastoral Report: (MA) 

2 hospital visits by phone/person 

9 homebound visits 

1 Weddings-Sarah Lind & Cole Kingsley  

1 committal service for Robert Boyum 

1 private baptism-Hattie Marie Kopperud 

Pastor Vacation-August 9th; Dean Hatlevig will preach 

 

6) Unfinished Business: (MA) 

Update on Parsonage Southside windows-ordered  

Bids on Technology Update 2020-$16,000 is provided 
for this project 

 

7) New Business 

*Adult choir-Helen Peterson is stepping down from being 
choir director. The Church Council would like to 
acknowledge Helen for all her time and dedication with the 
choirs. Vicki will take care of this. 
*Confirmation: August 23rd at 2:00PM. Seventeen students 
will be confirmed. Each confirmand will have 8 guests. 
Wednesday night class night presentation will also be 
scheduled in sanctuary with a limited amount of people. 
*Project My Ministry-Table this for next month 

*Good Shepherd Foundation Benevolence Request: Council 
approved $1,000 now to be contributed. 
*Alley House Rental: Water Issues-John is looking over this 
project. 
 

8) Committee Reports: (MA) 

 

 9) Adjournment / Closing Prayers (MA) 

 

10) Next Meeting: August 17th, 2020, 7:00 PM , 
Fellowship Hall, Devotions: June Vitse 

 

JUNE CASH SUMMARY REPORT 
Balance brought forward 6/1/2020  $15,266.69  

TOTAL RECEIPTS    $50,509.30  

DISBURSEMENTS    $48,409.57  

TOTAL ON HAND 6/30/2020  $17,366.42  
 

Update on the Building Restorations contract for 2020.  
To date, we have paid $22,101 out of the $74,000 due 
for the 2020 Building Restorations project. Currently, 
we have $14,323 saved for Jerome (that’s almost 
enough to make the payment of $14,734 that is due 
when he arrives – good news)! Jerome is now 
scheduled to arrive in August. Another $14,734 is due 
upon completion of the project. The remainder of 
$22,101 is due when the final statement is received 
(hopefully around Christmas). 
 

 

 

 

 



WORSHIP LEADERS FOR AUGUST 
Worship led by Pastor Steven Chellew 

(Substitute August 9th and 10th – Services led by Dean 
Hatlevig) 
 

Altar Guild for August: Jennifer Hanson, Kendra Eide, Deb 
Holm 

 

Ushers for Sunday Worship:  
August 2, 9, 16, 23: RLC Men’s Club 

August 30: RLCW  
 

Readers for 8 AM Worship: Vicki Nelson and Letitia 
Kopperud 

Readers for 9:30 AM Worship: Shari Michel and Kristin 
Burdey 

 

Organist on 9th, 16th, 23rd, and 30th: Shary Evavold 

Organist on 2nd: Portia Lee 

Pianist on 3rd, 10th, 17th, 31st: Portia Lee 

Pianist on 24th: Shary Evavold 

 

Projectionist for 8 AM Worship: Lisa Chellew  
       (substitute on 9th: Linda Lea) 
Projectionist for 9:30 AM Worship: Sandy Rasmussen 

 

Videographers: Barb Johnson, June Vitse, Jeremy Tesch,  
        Dean Hatelvig 

GriefShare Program Starting at 
Rushford Lutheran Church 

 

This program features biblical, Christ-centered teaching 
that focuses on grief topics associated with the death of 
a loved one. The DVD seminar features nationally 
respected grief experts and real-life of people, followed 
by a small group discussion about what was viewed. Past 
participants have related how helpful the information 
and follow-up discussions were to them. 
 

Many grieving people find they are only beginning the 
work of healing when friends or family have returned to 
their daily life routines. Too often people, including 
Christians, tend to stuff their grief instead of allowing it 
to do the God-given work for which it is intended. Don’t 
allow fear of what others may think to keep you from 
what could help you. Confidentiality is very much a part 
of this program. 
 

Your bereavement experience may be recent or not so 
recent. You will find encouragement, comfort, and help 
in grieving the death of a spouse, child, parent, sibling, 
other family member, or friend. No matter what the 
cause of your loved one’s death, this is an opportunity to 
be around people who understand what you are feeling. 
You will learn how to recognize the symptoms of being 
stuck in grief and that you do not need to live in 
bondage to certain emotions. You will learn valuable 
information about facing your new normal in life and 
renewing your hope for the future.  
 

GriefShare will be held Wednesdays, September 9 – 
December 9th; 7:00-8:30 p.m. at Rushford Lutheran 
Church.  
 

Cost: $15 (scholarships are available) 

Child care: none available at this time. 
Any questions, call Becky Stocker at 507-923-9051. 
To register, call the church office at 507-864-7152 or 
Becky at 507-923-9051. 
 

This support group will be led by Rebecca Stocker and 
assisted by Glen Kopperud. 



 

AUGUST 2020 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     

 

 1 

2  

8a & 9:30a 
Worship w/ 
Communion 

 

 

3  10a Recorded 
Service available 
online  
4:30p Worship 
Committee 

5:30p Coffee 
House Worship w/ 
Communion 

Fellowship Hall   

4 5  9a Men’s 
Helping Hands; 
Ladies Prayer 
Shawl 
6p Family Ed 
Meeting 

6:30p-8:30p 
Confirmation 
Class-Fellowship 
Hall 

6 

10a RLCW Bible 
Study with 
Pastor Steve, 
Multi-purpose 
Room 

7 

 

Wedding 
Rehearsal 

8 

Pelzl/Olstad 
Wedding at 
Church 

9  8a Worship 
led by Dean 
Hatlevig 

9:30a Worship 
led by Dean 
Hatlevig 

Special Music: 
Sister Luv 

 

10 10a Recorded 
Service online 

1p Quilting-MP 
Room 

5:30p 
Coffeehouse 
Worship- FH 

6:30p Finance 
Committee-

Narthex 

11 12 

9a Men’s 
Helping Hands; 
Ladies Prayer 
Shawl 

13 

6:30p-8:30p 

Confirmation 
Class, 
Fellowship Hall  

14 15 

16  8a & 9:30a 

Worship w/ 
Communion 

 

17 10a Recorded 
Service online  

5:30p Coffee 
HouseWorship w/ 
Communion 

Fellowship Hall  

7p Council Mtg 

18 19 9a Men’s 
Helping Hands; 
Ladies Prayer 
Shawl 

6:30p 
Confirmation 
Rehearsal -
Pickup Gowns 

20 

9:30a Ruth 
Circle at Church 

1p Miram Circle 
at Church 

5p Martha 
Circle at Church 

21 22 

1p-4p Pastor 
Curtis Fox 90th 
Birthday Ice 
Cream Social at 
Stocker’s 

23 

8a & 9:30a 

Worship  
 

2p Confirmation 
Service (Family 
Only) 

24 10a Recorded 
Service available 
online  

5:30p Coffee 
House Worship 

Fellowship Hall  

25 26 

9a Men’s 
Helping Hands; 
Ladies Prayer 
Shawl 

27 28 29 

 

Klinski Wedding 
Celebration 

30 8a & 9:30a 
Worship  
 

10:30a Private 
Baptism 

31  10a Recorded 
Service available 
online  

5:30p Coffee 
House Worship 

 

     

WHEN ATTENDING THESE EVENTS, WE ASK YOU USE THE HAND SANITIZER AT THE ENTRANCE.  PRACTICE SOCIAL 
DISTANCING.  FACE MASKS ARE NOW REQUIRED FOR ALL PUBLIC GATHERINGS IN THE STATE OF MINNESOTA. 



Rushford Lutheran Church 

Physical Address: 101 S Mill Street, Rushford, MN 

Mailing Address:  PO Box 399, Rushford, MN 55971 

 

FORWARDING SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RUSHFORD LUTHERAN CHURCH  

AUGUST NEWSLETTER 

Jessica Heiden, Editor 

2020 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS    PHONE   EMAIL ADDRESSES 

Mike Messenger, Council Chair, Youth ..................................... 864-2174 .......................... mike@rushfordmfg.com 

Shari Michel, Vice Chair, Education  .......................................... 875-2818  ......................... sharimichel@r-pschools.com  

Dean Hatlevig, Council Treasurer, Finance, Membership ......... 864-7001 .......................... dhatlevig65@gmail.com  

Vicki Nelson, Council Secretary, Worship  ................................. 864-2027 .......................... nelson@acegroup.cc  

June Vitse, Human Resources ................................................... 864-7876 .......................... jvitse@mienergy.coop  

Amy Luhmann, Membership ..................................................... 864-3121 .......................... ageiwitz@acegroup.cc 

John Munter, Properties ........................................................... 429-2969 .......................... johnmunter@yahoo.com  

Jim Bernier, Finance, Endowment ............................................. 261-4991 .......................... jrbernier@hotmail.com  

Barbara Johnson, Scholarship ................................................... 421-5472 .......................... johnson.barbara4@mayo.edu  

RUSHFORD LUTHERAN CHURCH 

101 South Mill Street, PO Box 399, Rushford, MN 55971    (507) 864-7152 

Church Office Open to the Public: M-Th 8 AM to Noon  

Pastor Steven Chellew (Ext. 11) or cell 507-703-1221; email: stevechellew@gmail.com 

Jean Krambeer, Business Office Coordinator (Ext. 10) 

Christine Anderson, Family Education Director 

E-Mail Address: rlc@acegroup.cc  **  Web Page:   www.rushfordlutheran.com 
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