
The Sunday sermon will be posted on our church 

website: www.rushfordlutheran.com by 11 AM on Sunday. 

Homebound members with “home phone”, please turn on your 
phones at the regular time of 9 AM to hear the service. Below is 

the bulletin to follow the recorded service. 
  

MODIFIED RECORDED SERVICE 

  

RUSHFORD LUTHERAN CHURCH 

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 

APRIL 26, 2020 

  

  

GREETINGS 

  

OPENING HYMN: “I Love to Tell the Story” 

Reclaim 265 

  

I love to tell the story  

Of unseen things above, 

Of Jesus and his glory, 

Of Jesus and his love. 

I love to tell the story, 

Because I know it's true; 

It satisfies my longings 

As nothing else would do. 

  

I love to tell the story; 

I'll sing this theme in glory 
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And tell the old, old story 

Of Jesus and his love. 

  

I love to tell the story: 

How pleasant to repeat 

What seems, each time I tell it, 

More wonderfully sweet! 

I love to tell the story, 

For some have never heard 

The message of salvation 

From God's own holy Word. 

  

I love to tell the story; 

I'll sing this theme in glory 

And tell the old, old story 

Of Jesus and his love. 

  

I love to tell the story, 

For those who know it best 

Seem hungering and thirsting 

To hear it like the rest. 

And when, in scenes of glory, 

I sing the new, new song, 

I'll sing the old, old story 

That I have loved so long. 

  

I love to tell the story; 

I'll sing this theme in glory 

And tell the old, old story 



Of Jesus and his love. 

  

INVOCATION 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father, and of Son + and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

People:  Amen. 

  

Pastor:        Christ being raised from the dead will never die 

again; 

People:  Death no longer has dominion over Him. 

  

Pastor:        Christ has risen from the dead. Alleluia! 

People:  God the Father has crowned Him with glory and 

honor, 

  

Pastor:        He has given Him dominion over the works of His 

hands; 

People:  He has put all things under His feet. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

  

PSALM OF LAMENT                                       Psalm 13 (ESV) 

Pastor: How long, O LORD? Will you forget me forever? 

People: How long will you hide your face from me? 

Pastor: How long must I take counsel in my soul and have 

sorrow in my heart all the day? 

People: How long shall my enemy be exalted over me? 

Pastor: Consider and answer me, O LORD my God; 

People: Light up my eyes, lest I sleep the sleep of death, 

Pastor: Lest my enemy say, “I have prevailed over him,” 

People: Lest my foes rejoice because I am shaken. 



Pastor: But I have trusted in your steadfast love; 

People: My heart shall rejoice in your salvation. 

Pastor: I will sing to the LORD, 

People: Because he has dealt bountifully with me. 

  

FIRST LESSON                                                  I Peter 2:1-25 (ESV) 

Lector:  A reading from First Peter, the second chapter. 

  
1 So put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy 

and all slander. 2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure 

spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into salvation— 3 if 

indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 
4 As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the 

sight of God chosen and precious, 5 you yourselves like living 

stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy 

priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 

through Jesus Christ. 
6 For it stands in Scripture: “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, 
a cornerstone chosen and precious, and whoever believes in 

him will not be put to shame.” 

7 So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not 

believe, “The stone that the builders rejected has become the 
cornerstone,” 8 and “A stone of stumbling, and a rock of 
offense.” They stumble because they disobey the word, as they 
were destined to do. 
9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 

people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the 

excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his 

marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you 



are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now 

you have received mercy. 
11 Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from 

the passions of the flesh, which wage war against your 

soul. 12 Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so 

that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may see 

your good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation. 

13 Be subject for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, 
whether it be to the emperor as supreme, 14 or to governors as 

sent by him to punish those who do evil and to praise those 

who do good. 15 For this is the will of God, that by doing good 

you should put to silence the ignorance of foolish 

people. 16 Live as people who are free, not using your freedom 

as a cover-up for evil, but living as servants of God. 17 Honor 

everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the 

emperor. 
18 Servants, be subject to your masters with all respect, not only 

to the good and gentle but also to the unjust. 19 For this is a 

gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows 

while suffering unjustly. 20 For what credit is it if, when you sin 

and are beaten for it, you endure? But if when you do good and 

suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of 

God. 
21 For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered 

for you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his 

steps. 
22 He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his 

mouth. 23 When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; 

when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued 



entrusting himself to him who judges justly. 24 He himself bore 

our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and 

live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been 

healed. 25 For you were straying like sheep, but have now 

returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 

  

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

  

HOLY GOSPEL                                                  Luke 24:13-35 (ESV) 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-

fourth chapter. 

People:  Glory to You, O Lord. 

  
13 That very day two of them were going to a village named 

Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, 14 and they were 

talking with each other about all these things that had 

happened. 15 While they were talking and discussing together, 

Jesus himself drew near and went with them. 16 But their eyes 

were kept from recognizing him. 
17 And he said to them, “What is this conversation that you are 
holding with each other as you walk?” And they stood still, 
looking sad. 18 Then one of them, named Cleopas, answered 

him, “Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem who does not know 
the things that have happened there in these days?” 

19 And he said to them, “What things?” And they said to him, 
“Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a man who was a prophet 
mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 20 and 

how our chief priests and rulers delivered him up to be 



condemned to death, and crucified him. 21 But we had hoped 

that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, 

it is now the third day since these things 

happened. 22 Moreover, some women of our company amazed 

us. They were at the tomb early in the morning, 23 and when 

they did not find his body, they came back saying that they had 

even seen a vision of angels, who said that he was 

alive. 24 Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and 

found it just as the women had said, but him they did not see.” 

25 And he said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to 

believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26 Was it not 

necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter 

into his glory?” 27 And beginning with Moses and all the 

Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things 

concerning himself. 
28 So they drew near to the village to which they were going. He 

acted as if he were going farther, 29 but they urged him 

strongly, saying, “Stay with us, for it is toward evening and the 
day is now far spent.” So he went in to stay with them. 
30 When he was at table with them, he took the bread and 

blessed and broke it and gave it to them. 31 And their eyes were 

opened, and they recognized him. And he vanished from their 

sight. 32 They said to each other, “Did not our hearts burn 
within us while he talked to us on the road, while he opened to 

us the Scriptures?” 

33 And they rose that same hour and returned to Jerusalem. 

And they found the eleven and those who were with them 

gathered together, 34 saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and 
has appeared to Simon!” 35 Then they told what had happened 



on the road, and how he was known to them in the breaking of 

the bread. 

  

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 

  

  

CONFESSION OF FAITH                                The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 

Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 

Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  

  

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the 

power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin 

Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under 

Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  

  

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the 

living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the 



Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the 

prophets.  

  

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic church.  We 

acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look 

for the resurrection from the dead, and the life of the world to 

come.  Amen. 

  

TODAY’S MESSAGE: A Crash Course in Suffering – Christ’s 
Example 

I Peter 2:1-25 (ESV) 

  

  

  

PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE 

Pastor:  Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, 

and for all people according to their needs. 

  

Each petition ends with:  Lord, in your mercy, 

To which we respond:     Hear our prayer. 

  

Pastor:  Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we 

pray, trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

  

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, 



Thy will be done, 

On earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

As we forgive those 

Who trespass against us;        

And lead us not into temptation, 

But deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

And the power and the glory, 

Forever and ever.  Amen. 

  

BENEDICTION (1 Peter 5:10–11) 

Pastor: And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal 

glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself 

restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. To him be 

the power for ever and ever. 

People; Amen. 

DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Stay home in peace.  Serve the Lord! 

People: Thanks be to God! 
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Prayer Concerns: If you have prayer concerns, please contact Pastor 

Steve by emailing stevechellew@gmail.com or calling 507.703.1221 or 

contact the church office at 864.7152 (rlc@acegroup.cc). Hospitalized 

this week: . 
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Continued prayers of healing and comfort for: Laurie Marcoux, Judy 

Brand, Jeannette Colbenson, Cherryl Kjos, Mike Wick, Deborah Bybee-

Newly; Renee Moran, Tony Hallum, Pastor Sylvia and Pastor Julio, and 

Michele Benson Thompson. 

  

No Internet?  No Wi-FI?  You Can Still Tune In. Our home phone 

system will be expanding so you don’t need one of the church’s special 
phones to dial in. Please contact Pastor Steve if you are interested. 

There are only 10 more lines available per licensing requirements held 

by the phone company. Please share this with our members who do not 

currently have access via the Web to our services. 

  

E-mail Your E-mail   We know you are already getting this e-mail, but 

please think of a fellow member or a family member of RLC that are not 

yet receiving the news.  Please send their email 

to rlc@acegroup.cc (With their permission, of course). 

  

ELECTRONIC GIVING: At Rushford Lutheran Church, we use Vanco 

Services for direct payments. Just go to our 

website www.rushfordlutheran.com and look for the Tab GIVING, click 

on that. There will appear a box. Click on Sign In/Sign Up at the top 

right corner of that box. It will walk you through the set 

up. OR visit www.vancopayments.com/OnlineGiving to set up your 

giving account. You can also download the free app “Give+” on your 
smart phone, search for Rushford Lutheran Church and follow the set 

up. You may choose to give to the general fund, missions, building 

improvements, memorial giving, Easter or lent. You can set your 

offering or contribution to be a one time, weekly, biweekly, monthly, 

etc. With these challenging times of “social distancing”, this is a great 
option to submit your offerings and contribution to your church. It is 

fast and easy. 
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OFFERINGS AND CONTRIBUTIONS AND MEMORIALS can always be 

mailed to Rushford Lutheran Church, PO Box 399, Rushford, MN 55971 

if electronic giving is not an option for you. 

  

Trinity Lutheran Church, St. Charles. Please keep in your prayers a 

brand new mission church started in nearby St. Charles.  This is a break-

off group from the local ELCA congregation.  They currently number 

around 60 members and have already been chartered as an official 

congregation in the State of Minnesota.   Both Pastor Steffenson and 

Pastor Steve have been able to provide guidance.   We have also just 

donated one hundred of our old green hymnals for their use.   As they 

too are currently unable to meet for worship, some of their members 

are tuning into our church’s weekly posting 

  

The Sunday morning Bible study is still meeting via Zoom video 

conference.  The study is at 1 pm on Sundays (after we’ve had a chance 
to watch the church service).  If anyone wants the link to join the group 

they can email Becky Stocker at countrybumpkins@acegroup.cc. 

  

GREEN INTERNET PASTURES. Part of a Pastor/Shepherd’s job is to lead 
the flock to green pastures and still waters.  One of the blessings of the 

World Wide Web is the number of great Christian green pastures 

available, most of the time for free, to the hungry Christian.   So, each 

week, for as long as we are in Stay at Home mode, Pastor Steve will be 

providing one of his favorite Green Internet Pastures for you to graze 

in. 

This week’s pasture is: https://mbird.com/ 

The Mockingbird is a wonderfully grace infused internet 

blog/magazine/periodical.  The writers come from a variety of 

Christian denominations, but are all in agreement that the world 

and especially the Christian Church needs to see life through the 

lens of grace more and more.  The mag covers everything from 

religion to society, parenting to psychology, and all with a slightly 
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twisted sense of humor.  And of course, the brutal honesty of who 

we are as sinners/saints might be a bit much for some…  But give 

it a try. 

  

At this time, given the current climate of protective measures enacted 

across our service area to mitigate the coronavirus, COVID19, the Mayo 

Clinic Hospice Programs Bereavement of Grief Support Groups and 

Healing Adventure Youth Grief Camp and in person bereavement 

support are suspended.  At this time, the Healing Adventure Youth 

Grief Camp, scheduled for September 26th and Adult Grief Support 

Groups scheduled to start on September 14, 2020 have not been 

suspended.  Changes and additions to Mayo Clinic Hospice program’s 
various bereavement supports will mailed or e-mailed for your 

convenience when known.  Please know that bereavement support 

remains available through telephone contacts.  This preventative aimed 

decision comes from Mayo Clinic’s dedication of you and your family’s 
health.  For bereavement support please contact us at: 1-800-679-9084 

or 507-284-4002.  E-mail: rsthospicebereavement@mayo.edu. 

  

CALENDAR: 

SUNDAY, MAY 3 

9:00 AM                Home Phones: Dial in for worship service 

11:00 AM              Modified Sunday Worship available on website 

  
Website: www.rushfordlutheran.com 
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