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MISSION STATEMENT OF RUSHFORD LUTHERAN CHURCH  
Rushford Lutheran Church is people gathered by God's Word and Sacraments 

and sent to make Christ known to all persons and to serve all people.  

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

SUNDAYS 

8:00 AM    Worship service 
(Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays) 

Home Phones: Dial in for worship 
service 

9:30 AM   Worship service  

(Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays)  

Home Phones: Dial in for worship 
service 

MONDAYS 

10:00 AM   Recorded worship 
available on website 

5:30 PM   Coffee House Worship  

(Communion following 1st & 3rd 
Sundays ) 

 

 

 

 

 

Portals of Prayer  (daily devotional books July-September) are available to pick up in the church office. 

Local Mission Project 

 

A little mission project our Men’s Working Hands has undertaken for 
Rushford’s Grace Place. This shed was donated to Grace Place and it 
needed to be built. It is located on the backside of the Grace Place Shop.  

CHRIST CENTERED * BIBLE BASED * FAMILY FOCUSED * MISSION MINDED 
 

Rushford Lutheran Church is a Stephen Ministries site. 

(L) The walls are beginning to take shape.  Lisa Chellew assisted the Men’s 
Helping Hands.  (R ) Pastor Steve assures that it’s going smoothly! 

Claire Olstad, Marv Bestul, Joel Johnson, Lisa and Pastor Steve made fast 
work of the building that went up behind Grace Place.  

http://www.lcmc.net/


 PRAYERS 

Congratulations and prayers to 
Sara Lind and Cole Kingsley! 

Pastor Steve united them in 
marriage on Saturday, June 13th.  
 

Continued prayers for the family of 
Glenn Woxland.  A memorial 
service in Glenn’s remembrance 
took place on June 3rd. 
 

We lift up prayers of celebration 
the baptism of Hattie Marie 
Kopperud (daughter of Adam and 
Kelsey (Benson) Kopperud). Hattie 
was baptized at an 11 AM private 
service on Sunday, June 28th. 
 

Prayers of understanding and 
strength to the Dennis Danielson 
family.  Dennis passed away June 27th. 
There will be a drive thru visitation on 
Wednesday, July 1, from 4:00 to 7:00 
PM at the Rushford Lutheran Church 
under the church awning. Please enter 
at the north entrance of the driveway 
and exit down the alley to the right. 
There will be a graveside service at the 
Minnesota State Veterans Cemetery in 
Preston, MN, on Thursday, July 2, at 
1:00 PM.  
 

We pray for our faith family in the 
Rushford care facilities:  
Verdayne Jorde, Phyllis Hatleli, Lucille 
Peterson, Diane Grover, and 
Laurine Woxland; also, Dorothy 
Anderson, Eileen Johnson, Verta 
Johnson, Vonnie Helleland, Betty 
Hoiland, Rena Laumb, Helen 
Mehus, Marilyn Nelson, Ellen 
Overland, Audrey Peterson, Dr. 
John Peterson, and Margaret 
Sorum. 
FEEL FREE TO SEND THEM A CARD 
TO LET THEM KNOW YOU ARE 
THINKING OF THEM. 

 

 

 

 

 

PASTOR’S CORNER 

On June 20th, 1975, the movie Jaws premiered.  Summer at this sunny East 
coast resort town was supposed to be filled with fun and games, swimming and 
sunburns.  Except for the great big shark.  The big shark gnawing down victim 
after victim as the days burned on toward opening season.  And it wasn’t just 
loss of life.  The local economy depended on summer for its very 
lifeblood.  Chief Brody, big city policeman who had taken early retirement to 
work the scenic slow lane, was in way, way over his head.  And if the police 
can’t protect us from the violence, who can?  Of course, the Brainiac scientists 
from the big universities had all the answers.  They 
could deal with the shark, but first they needed to 
catch it and contain it.  The unseen shark, swimming 
silently beneath the waves. 

Is this plot sounding familiar? 

Jaws 5, summer of 2020.  (Yeah, believe it or not, they 
actually made four Jaws movies.  Each one worse than 
the one before.)   While cruising down the aisle of the 
local IGA, one of our members said to me: “Pastor, I 
hope to be back in church in July.  I hope things have 
calmed down by then.”   “Yeah, so do I,” I said, and 
then assured her that when she is ready, we’ll be 
here.   “We are all at a different place.  And you will know when the right time 
to come back to church is for you.” 

And yet for others, there appears to be no fear at all.  Like the swimmers 
bobbing in the ocean in the first movie, even after the great big shark had done 
its worse, they simply didn’t believe “it” was going to get them.   And you can 
put whatever you want in that “it.”  Covid, job loss, loss of a loved one, riots 
breaking out in Rushford.  Okay, not too likely on that last one.  But I have 
found that quite often even when someone doesn’t look afraid, that doesn’t 
mean they aren’t.  These masks we are supposed to be wearing makes it 
awfully hard to tell what people are really feeling these days. 

Fear, it may not surprise you, is a big, big topic in 
the Bible.  Indeed, a highly debated internet topic is 
whether or not the Bible actually uses the phrase 
“do not fear” 365 times, that is, one time for each 
day of the year.  Just to clear up the mystery, the 
words fear or afraid appear 610 times in 585 verses 
in the ESV translation.  And more often than not 
they are preceded by the words: do not.  As in, “Do 
not fear.” 

Now, you probably knew that already.  And I know that telling you “do not fear” 
doesn’t actually help you not to fear.  Especially when many of the fears we are 
facing are very real and present; capped off with the added bonus of racial 
tensions and violence in some very beautiful cities right next door.  Still, simply 
flinging a few of those 585 verses at you to remind you that a) God is still in 
control, and that b) He is even bigger than our fears, that is, when we allow him 
to be, simply will not do. 

So then, what are we to do?  Luther, when asked “If the world were to end 
tomorrow, what would you do today?”  Luther’s answer? “Plant a tree.” 

C. S. Lewis, writing in 1948, literally writing in the shadow of the first two 
atomic bombs, fleshes out a healthy Christian response to fear: 



This is the first point to be made: and the first 
action to be taken is to pull ourselves together. If 
we are all going to be destroyed by an atomic 
bomb, let that bomb when it comes find us doing 
sensible and human things—praying, working, 
teaching, reading, listening to music, bathing the 
children, playing tennis, chatting to our friends 
over a pint and a game of darts—not huddled 
together like frightened sheep and thinking about 
bombs. They may break our bodies (a microbe can 
do that) but they need not dominate our minds. 

Fear not, my friends.  Yes, the shark may still be out there 
swimming about.  But sitting on the beach, enjoying God’s 
good earth and the fellowship of family, and friends, and 
fellow church members, is still a wonderful option. 

 

In Christ’s Loving Service, 

Pastor Steve 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Please Join Us at a Party for 

  

ROGER AND JUDY MICHAELSON’S  
 

50TH WEDDING 
ANNIVERSARY 

 Saturday, July 18 Vergas Event Center 140 West Linden Street, Vergas, MN 

  Hosted by their children Any questions, call Michelle at 218.730.7901 

 

E-mail Your E-mail   We know you are already getting this 
e-mail, but please think of a fellow member or a family 
member of RLC that are not yet receiving the news.  Please 
send their email to rlc@acegroup.cc (With their 
permission, of course). 

 

No Internet?  No Wi-FI?  You Can Still Tune In. Our home 
phone system will be expanding so you don’t need one of 
the church’s special phones to dial in. Please contact 
Pastor Steve if you are interested. There are only 12 more 
lines available per licensing requirements held by the 

phone company. Please share this with our members who 
do not currently have access via the Web to our services. 

   

ELECTRONIC GIVING: At Rushford Lutheran Church, we 
use Vanco Services for direct payments. Just go to our 
website www.rushfordlutheran.com and look for the Tab 
GIVING, click on that. There will appear a box. Click on Sign 
In/Sign Up at the top right corner of that box. It will walk 
you through the set  
up. OR visit www.vancopayments.com/OnlineGiving  to set 
up your giving account. You can also 
download the free app “Give+” on 
your smart phone, search for Rushford 
Lutheran Church and follow the set up. 
You may choose to give to the general 
fund, missions, building 
improvements, memorial giving, Easter 
or lent. You can set your offering or contribution to be a 
one time, weekly, biweekly, monthly, etc. With these 
challenging times of “social distancing”, this is a great 
option to submit your offerings and contribution to your 
church. It’s fast and easy. 

 

OFFERINGS AND CONTRIBUTIONS AND MEMORIALS can 
always be mailed to Rushford Lutheran Church, PO Box 
399, Rushford, MN 55971 if electronic giving is not an 
option for you. 
   

The Sunday morning Bible study is meeting at 9 am on Sundays 
in Quilting Room.  Email Becky Stocker 
at countrybumpkins@acegroup.cc for more information or to 
join.   

 

There will be no RLCW Meeting July 1st. 
 

 

Pastor Steve’s Bible Study with the RLCW will resume 
Thursday, July 2nd. All our welcome. 
 

Reminders for attending in-person worship 

Worshippers are encouraged to wear a mask when 
entering the building until they are seated in a pew. Please 
wear your mask again when exiting the building. Bring your 
own mask with you or additional masks will be available at 
the entrances. Hand sanitizer will be available at the 
entrances and other places in the building. 

  

• Seating in the sanctuary will be every other pew. Please 
social distance between families. 

• For those who prefer greater social distancing, 

mailto:rlc@acegroup.cc
http://www.rushfordlutheran.com/
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CFs22OTtQV6vgLYHQpgPciLIYzLSV30Tfl9vn6ALE7vWMqwEIABABIMnd_SAoBGDJ3uWJlKSQE6AB9dWW9wPIAQHIAxuqBCpP0LinoDVutgdkSJg0o0if7lpfQRdhRE7zwvYlGNaYPn3dJQDctnSwREeIBgGAB_Op6QiQBwGoB6a-G9gHAQ&ohost=www.google.com&cid=CA
mailto:countrybumpkins@acegroup.cc


speakers will be on in the 
Fellowship Hall for Sunday 
mornings. 

• No bulletin will be printed. 
The weekly bulletin will 
continue to be sent out on 
Thursdays via email. Please 
email Jean your email contact 
information if you are not receiving this each week. 

• Offering plates will be on stands at the doors. (Thank 
you for keeping our congregation strong so far through 
this crisis.) 

• Special instructions will be given for communion. 

• There will be no fellowship coffee hour during the 
month of July. 

• The sanctuary will be limited to approximately 75 
people. The narthex is limited to 20. You can always 
listen in the fellowship hall. 
 

FAMILY EDUCATION 

Summer is here! I look forward to preparing for next year 
and hope it will be a normal Sunday school year where we 
can be together on Sunday mornings. 

 

Rally Sunday is September 13, 2020.   

The theme is “God is Greater”. 

The verse is:  

1 John 4:4 “Little children, 
you are from God and 
have overcome them, for 
He who is in you is greater 
than he who is in the 
world.” 

When you look around at 
the success of evil in 
history, and especially in 
our day, you can see that 
the enemy has great power. Think of our world and all that 
it is going through in terms of agony, struggle, evil, 
violence, and heartache, with confusion abounding on 
every side. When we think of the violence, the passion, the 
tears, and the death with which our world is characterized, 
we can see something of the greatness of the power of the 
enemy.  

 

No wonder someone has said: 

 

“Our race had a hopeful beginning, 

But man spoiled his chances by sinning, 

We hope that the story will end in God’s glory, 

But at present the other side’s winning.” 

It does look that way, doesn’t it? But it isn’t – despite all 
the appearances.  God is greater than the power of the 
enemy. In fact, it is almost ludicrous to put it that way. God 
is so incomparably greater that there is no contest 
whatsoever. This is where the eye of faith must always turn 
in hours of darkness, discomfort, or despair; turn to what 
the Scriptures reveal as the truth about God and how 
incomparably greater He is than anything that is present 
among or behind humans. 

 

Join us September 13th during the worship service for 
installation of volunteers and during Sunday School from 
10:05-11:05am for fun activities to start off another year! 

 

2020-2021 Confirmation class for first-year students (8th 
grade) will be Sunday mornings from 10:05-11:05.  Class for 
second-year students (9th grade) will be Wednesday 
evenings. More information will be shared when available. 
 

We had a fun time at the outdoor children’s activities on 
June 21st – Easter Revisited Sunday.  Cross craft, bunny ear 
ring toss, bubbles, and kite flying! Thank you to the 
children and parents that joined in and to Beth Tudahl for 
helping.   

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!! There 
is a need for volunteers for 
teachers, substitutes, and 
helpers. I pray that you decide 
to volunteer in some 
way.  Without volunteers, we 
wouldn’t have the great Sunday school that we do.  Thank 
you to those who do volunteer in whatever way they can. 
Please contact me as soon as possible if you’d like to 
volunteer at Sunday School. 
 

Have a wonderful faith-filled summer! 

Christine Anderson 

Family Education Director  

Cell: 507-858-5968 or christineandersonmn@yahoo.com 



CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL MEETING 

June 1, 2020 

(These are un-official minutes.  
 Minutes in draft form; not yet approved.) 

Devotions & Prayer Concerns: Devotions by Barb Johnson
-Determination/Persistence/Being 

Prepared 

Prayer Concerns: Glenn Woxland Family; Our cities and 
nation 

Adoption of Agenda: (MA) 

Secretary's Report: (MA) 

Treasurer’s Report: (MA) Update on PPP Loan-Spent 1/2 
on payroll; 4 weeks left with $22,000. The rest will be 
spent on utilities. Verbal Draft of May Financials-

Financials remain strong; Giving is consistent & cautious 
of spending. 

Pastoral Report: (MA) 6 hospital visits by phone/person; 
7 homebound visits/ 1 in person and 1 messenger; 2 
Weddings-Jordon Honken & Riley Vitse (May 9th) and 
Penny Wunderlich and Nathan Klinski (May 16th) 

Unfinished Business: (MA) In-house worship procedures 
for reopening the church were reviewed and approved. 
Ushers-Claire Olstad will direct ushers 

New Business Parsonage Window Replacements Bid for 
Southside Windows: (MA) Cost: 

$6,000 total cost. This was a mid-level bid. Motion to 
replace windows contingent by approval from the 
finance committee. Discussion on Wi-Fi-table until 
further information and bids received. 

Committee Reports: (MA) 

Adjournment / Closing Prayers (MA) 

Next Meeting: July 13, 2020 @ 7:00 PM in the Fellowship 
Hall. Devotions: Dean Hatlevig 

 

MAY CASH SUMMARY REPORT 
Balance brought forward 5/1/2020  $18,624.70  

Adjustment on Chk#24517:         (-) $7.00  

TOTAL RECEIPTS    $39,557.62  

DISBURSEMENTS    $42,908.63  

TOTAL ON HAND 5/31/2020  $15,266.69  
 

Update on the Building Restorations contract for 2020.  
To date, we have paid $22,101 out of the $74,000 due 
for the 2020 Building Restorations project. Currently, 
we have $14,323 saved for Jerome (that’s almost 

enough to make the payment of $14,734 that is due 
when he arrives – good news)! Jerome is now 
scheduled to arrive in August. Another $14,734 is due 
upon completion of the project. The remainder of 
$22,101 is due when the final statement is received 
(hopefully around Christmas). 

 

A Prayer For Your Family Vacation 

Dear Lord, 
Thank you for this time of togetherness with my family. We 
ask that you bless this time of family vacation. Help my 
family to get along, to enjoy one another. 
May we be able to see the wonder You instill within the 
chaos of our days – whether we vacation near or far away 
from home. 
 

On this every day, normal day that’s 
somehow still outside of our routine, 
help us to embrace this time of vacation 
and the ordinary yet extraordinary gifts 
You’ve given. 
 

Open our eyes to see that vacation will end but the 
memories of it will remain and give us the strength to make 
them sweet. Pour some of that strength into our very being 
and bring us through to the end of vacation with a thankful 
heart and unceasing praise.   Amen. 

 
Thank you to my fellow RLC 

members for all of the prayers, 
cards, text messages, emails, 

phone calls, and concern for me 
and my family that were 

affected by Covid-19. 

 
We are all doing well and have recovered from 

it.  God is Greater!  Stay safe and healthy!  
                    
                                 - Christine Anderson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kudos to our janitor,  Dr. David Hinz!!  
Thank you for all the extra cleaning and 

sterilizing you are doing to keep us safe while 
we worship in-house. 



WORSHIP LEADERS FOR JULY 

Worship led by Pastor Steven Chellew 

 

Altar Guild for July: Alison Kjos & Donna Boyum 

 

Ushers for Sunday Worship: RLC Men’s Club 

 

Readers for 8 AM Worship: Vicki Nelson and Letitia Kopperud 

Readers for 9:30 AM Worship: Shari Michel and Kristin Burdey 

 

Organist on Sundays: Shary Evavold 

Pianist on Mondays: Portia Lee 

 

Projectionist for 8 AM Worship: Lisa Chellew 

Projectionist for 9:30 AM Worship: Sandy Rasmussen 

 

Videographers: Barb Johnson, June Vitse, Jeremy Tesch, Dean Hatelvig 

Kids enjoyed the 
Easter ReVisited 
activities outdoors!  
They flew the RLC 
kite, painted rocks 
and enjoyed time 
together.   



 

JULY 2020 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1  9a Men’s 
Helping Hands; 
Ladies Prayer 
Shawl 

6p Family Ed 
Meeting 

4-7 PM Drive 
Thru Visitation 
(Dennis 
Danielson)  

2 

10a RLCW Bible 
Study with 
Pastor Steve, 
Multi-purpose 
Room 

3 4 

5  8a & 9:30a 
Worship w/ 
Communion, 
Maynard 
Thompson 
Group 

 

9a Bible Study 
with Becky-MP 
Room  

6  9a Modified 
Service 
available on 
website 

4:30p Worship 
Committee 

5:30p Worship 
w/ Communion 

Fellowship Hall   

7 8 

9a Men’s 
Helping Hands; 
Ladies Prayer 
Shawl 

9 10 11 

 

12 

8a & 9:30a 
Worship  
 

9 a Bible Study 
with Becky-

Multi-Purpose 
Room 

13 9a Modified 
Service 
available online 

1p Quilting-MP 
Room 

5:30p Worship 
FH 

6:30p Finance 
Committee-

Narthex 

7p Council-FH 

14 15 

9a Men’s 
Helping Hands; 
Ladies Prayer 
Shawl 

16 

9:30a Ruth 
Circle –MP 
Room 

1p Miriam 
Circle, Narthex 

5:30p  Martha 
Circle-Church 

17 18 

19  8a & 9:30a 

Worship w/ 
Communion, 
Darr Family 
Band 

9 a Bible Study 
with Becky-

Multi-Purpose 
Room 

20 

9a Modified 
Service 
available on 
website 

5:30p Worship 
w/ Communion 

Fellowship Hall  

21 22 

9a Men’s 
Helping Hands; 
Ladies Prayer 
Shawl 

23 24 25 

26 

8a & 9:30a 

Worship  
 

9a Bible Study 
with Becky-

Multi-Purpose 
Room 

27 

9a Modified 
Service 
available on 
website 

5:30p Worship 

Fellowship Hall  

28 29 

9a Men’s 
Helping Hands; 
Ladies Prayer 
Shawl 

30     

 

WHEN ATTENDING THESE EVENTS, WE ASK 
YOU USE THE HAND SANITIZER AT THE 
ENTRANCE, REQUIRE SOCIAL DISTANCING, 
AND YOU ARE ENCOURAGED TO WEAR A 
FACE MASK/SHIELD UPON ENTERING AND 
LEAVING.  



Rushford Lutheran Church 

Physical Address: 101 S Mill Street, Rushford, MN 

Mailing Address:  PO Box 399, Rushford, MN 55971 

 

FORWARDING SERVICE REQUESTED 
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RUSHFORD LUTHERAN CHURCH 

101 South Mill Street, PO Box 399, Rushford, MN 55971    (507) 864-7152 

Church Office Open to the Public: M-Th 8 AM to Noon  

Pastor Steven Chellew (Ext. 11) or cell 507-703-1221; email: stevechellew@gmail.com 

Jean Krambeer, Business Office Coordinator (Ext. 10) 

Christine Anderson, Family Education Director 

E-Mail Address: rlc@acegroup.cc  **  Web Page:   www.rushfordlutheran.com 
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