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MISSION STATEMENT OF RUSHFORD LUTHERAN CHURCH

Rushford Lutheran Church is people gathered by God's Word and Sacraments
and sent to make Christ known to all persons and to serve all people.
CHRIST CENTERED * BIBLE BASED * FAMILY FOCUSED * MISSION MINDED

Rushford Lutheran Church is a Stephen Ministries site.

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
SUNDAYS
8:00 AM Worship service
(Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays)
Home Phones: Dial in for worship
service
9:15 AM Worship service
(Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays)
Home Phones: Dial in for worship
service

Live stream of 9:15 service on
youtube.com and search “Rushford
Lutheran Church”

MONDAYS
10:00 AM Recorded worship
available on website
5:30 PM Coffee House Worship
(Communion following 1st & 3rd
Sundays )
Private
Communion is
available for those
who are still not
able to come to live worship and
receive Holy Communion due to
personal health risks. Private
communion will be administered in
Pastor’s office Mondays from 8:30
am to 11 am. Appointments are
not needed, but are appreciated by
calling church office 507.864.7152
or Pastor Steve at 507.703.1221.

Palm Sunday, March 28th
Services at 8:00 a.m. and 9:15 a.m.
Children’s Palm Processional at 9:15 a.m.
Maundy Thursday, April 1st
Worship at 7:00 p.m. with Holy Communion
Good Friday, April 2nd
Tenebrae Worship at 7:00 p.m.
(Service of Darkness)
Easter Sunday, April 4th
Worship with Holy Communion at 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m.
Easter Breakfast served at 7:00 a.m. and 9:00 a.m.
Volunteers to help serve and clean up would be appreciated.
Please contact Letitia Kopperud (507-458-6897)

Portals of Prayer
Daily devotional
books are available
to pick up in the
church office.

(Janury—March)

Dinner and a Movie
Sunday, March 7th, 6:00 p.m.
Fellowship Hall
Join us for free food and fun
fellowship!
Pizza, popcorn, pop and other
treats will be served.

Feature Movie:
“I Can Only Imagine”
Dennis Quaid and Trace Adkins
star in this inspiring true story
behind MercyMe’s beloved hit
song. Running from a troubled
home life and a broken
relationship, Bart Millard found
escape in music. Hitting the road
in a decrepit tour bus, Bart and
his band MercyMe set out on an
amazing journey none of them
could ever have imagined, in this
uplifting, music-filled movie that
beautifully illustrates the power
of forgiveness and God’s love.

PASTOR’S CORNER
Recently, I read an article that made a connection between the end of
the Spanish Flu Epidemic and the start to the Roaring Twenties. The
intent of the article was to predict what might happen when “things
return to normal”, that is, post-Covid 19. Dates of the Spanish Flu were
1918 to 1920. And, of course, dates of the roaring twenties were the
1920’s. The article and author, whose origin is now lost in the shuffle,
attempted to make the point that the progressive, liberal, and morally
tumultuous twenties were a cultural and somewhat normal reaction to
the incredible death and devastation of the
epidemic. Deaths from the Spanish Flu
numbered around 675,000 in America. Then
again, the population of our nation was much
smaller. We and the rest of the world were still
struggling to come out of World War I. So I’m
not sure the comparison between the two
epidemics is really fair.
Still, it’s something to think about. Will the rest
of this decade, oddly enough exactly one
hundred years later, become another roaring
twenties? While the first roaring twenties saw a
renaissance of art, culture, and, of course, the
invention of Jazz, it also saw the renewal of
crime (think The Godfather/Mafia, illegal drinking and sleazy dancing).
Television was not yet on air to promote all of this, and even the Golden
Age of radio had not yet begun. Americans watched all of this—the
Mafia, the Charleston, the Speakeasy—through the pages of the print
media. That is, newspapers. Of course, journalism was still journalism in
the 1920s, and the purpose of the news was to spread the news. So
America got what they got for news straight up. All the news that’s fit to
print, with very little slant.
I think it is hard to say if the rest of the 20s will end up being a cultural
response much like the roaring twenties. I think it is just as likely that
the current polarization of our culture will continue to be the dominant
theme. However, most of us yearning minimally for that elusive “return
to normal”. (Our culture doesn’t really do “normal” anymore, does it?)
And if there is one defining factor of Covid life, it is the monotony. Thus,
the pump has really been primed. We have had it up to here with rules,
restrictions and regulations. So yes, I think our culture is quite ready for
a party. A party that lets lots of many of the normal rituals and
responsibilities. Meaning that here in America, we may be headed for an
even deeper and faster moral decline than before.
And this, at a time when the church (along with communities, schools
and family) has been weakened by the Covid-19 Pandemic. By “church” I
am not referring to our own congregation, but the Christian Church in

America as a whole. Most historians would agree
that the church’s influence on our culture has been
waning since at least the 1960s. Church attendance in
the United States peaked around 1974 (meaning
percentage of American’s attending church weekly).
Although it is hard to know whether the moral decline
caused church attendance to drop, or dropping
church attendance led to moral decline.

Especially, if this coming decade begins to roar, like it
did one hundred years ago. History repeating itself;
the roaring 2020s. The church, by God’s grace, got
through it the first time. It will get through it again.
In Christ’s Loving Service,

Pastor Steve
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Meanwhile, the church (including RLC) needs to keep
doing what the church has always done. Be salt in
society. Be light no matter how dark the culture.
Indeed, the darker things get, the brighter the light
looks. However, when Jesus called us to be salt and
light, a city on a hill, one can question whether he
meant “the church” or individual Christians, that is
you and me. The church, which is comprised of
sinners in need of savoir, never really excels at paving
the moral high road. Indeed, is it really the church’s
purpose to be the primary dictator of American
morality? That has never worked well in the past. In
the past that role has been done by family, school and
community, or minimally,
by the church working in
concert with these other
pillars of society. It was
never expected that “the
church” be the sole moral
backbone in America.
Another way of looking at
this is that the church is
always “in the world, but
not of the world”. Which is
something Jesus reminds
the disciples of a couple of
times during that Upper Room meeting we are talking
about on Wednesday nights. The church, when it is
doing what it does best, is sort of like home in that
way. We must live out of our lives, our jobs, our
relationships out “in the world”. We also need a
place to step away from “that world”. To be a place
that is loving, caring and welcoming. The world
doesn’t always need us to be the ones pointing out
what is wrong with it. The world does not need
somewhere to go when it gets tired and weary and
afraid of what is wrong in the world. That is the type
of church I believe people are going to need as we
move further into this very strange decade.

Homebound, Nursing Home and Hospital Visitation
Covid-19 mandates and the safety of our elderly continue
to restrict visitation to many of our nursing home members
and those who are hospitalized. Hospital regulations
currently restrict hospital visitation to one or two
immediate family members. This regulation may be waived
if the person hospitalized is placed on hospice care or
death is imminent. This hospice exception also applies to
members of our church living at Good Shepherd. In
February, Pastor was able to visit Bremmer Suites Assisted
Living residents since none of the residents or staff
currently have Covid-19. However, visitation by pastor to
the nursing home unit itself has not yet
resumed. Members living in the Good Shepherd
apartments and in their homes are able to receive pastoral
visits and Holy Communion.

Due to the large number of our members who are either
elderly or dealing with cancer or long-term illnesses, the
visits are not monthly (there are currently 38 members on
pastor’s visitation list) Pastor has set Monday mornings
aside for private communion for members who still need
social distancing due to health concerns. Please call the
church on Monday mornings if you want to come in (507864-7152).
Thank You!
Thank you for the blessings given by your organization
within the church and through your benevolence giving.
We have used the funds for mission work. We were able to
complete some construction on the outside of the church.
Also, we continue to help feed the many hungry people in
Mexico and those in our church in Texas. Also, with the
completion of a room within our church, we are able to
house a small family.
Sending warmth and love from south Texas!
Sylvia and Juilo Lopez
Good Samartian Society Home Care
If you are homebound and need a skilled service, you may
qualify for Good Samaritan Society Home Care Program.
With a doctor’s order for Skilled Service by your primary
care physician, a registered nurse would complete an

assessment to determine if an individual would qualify and
what Skilled Service would be beneficial to the individual
and goals would be discussed.

With these challenging times of “social distancing”, this is a
great option to submit your offerings and contribution to
your church. It’s fast and easy.

Call Dee Lehner, LPN, Good Samaritan Society Home Care
to learn more or with questions: 507.377.1701.

Reminders for attending in-person worship
•

Face masks are required at all public gatherings in
Minnesota.

•

We encourage face masks brought from home. We do
have a supply but appreciate it if you’re able to bring
one.

•

Seating in the sanctuary will be every other pew. Please
social distance between families.

•

Projectionists Wanted- Our church is currently looking for
individuals who would be willing to be on a rotation to run
the projector at the Sunday morning worship services. If
interested, please contact the church office by
emailing rlc@acegroup.cc. Also, specify which service you
would prefer. Training will be provided.

Offering plates will be on stands at the doors. (Thank
you for keeping our congregation strong so far through
this crisis.)

•

Special instructions will be given for communion.

•

The sanctuary will be limited to approximately 150
people.

E-mail Your E-mail We know you are already getting this
e-mail, but please think of a fellow member or a family
member of RLC that are not yet receiving the news. Please
send their email to rlc@acegroup.cc (With their
permission, of course).

Rushford Lutheran Church Women

If you are not receiving the news in your e-mail after
signing up, check the spam folder on your e-mail’s inbox.
Sometimes it get’s swept into the spam folder
automatically.

Coffee Fellowship for March will be served by Adah Circle
and any who would like to volunteer.

Rushford Lutheran Cemetery Association is actively
looking for nominees to the Board of Directors of the
Association. The Board's responsibility is to supervise the
care and maintenance of the cemetery and elect a
Superintendent who shall have supervision of the grounds
of the cemetery. The term is for three years and the Board
normally meets 2 to 3 times a year. If interested, please
contact Board President Rich Bjorlo at 507-458-0930.

No Internet? No Wi-FI? You Can Still Tune In. Our home
phone system will be expanding so you don’t need one of
the church’s special phones to dial in. Please contact
Pastor Steve if you are interested. There are only 12 more
lines available per licensing requirements held by the
phone company. Please share this with our members who
do not currently have access via the Web to our services.
ELECTRONIC GIVING: At Rushford Lutheran Church, we
use Vanco Services for direct payments. Just go to our
website www.rushfordlutheran.com and look for the Tab
GIVING, click on that. There will appear a box. Click on Sign
In/Sign Up at the top right corner of that box. It will walk
you through the set up.
OR visit www.vancopayments.com/OnlineGiving to set up
your giving account. You can also download the free app
“Give+” on your smart phone, search for Rushford
Lutheran Church and follow the set up. You may choose to
give to the general fund, missions, building improvements,
memorial giving, Easter or lent. You can set your offering
or contribution to be a one time, weekly, biweekly,
monthly, etc.

Ladies Mission Work: Every Wednesday morning at 9:00
AM in the Multi-Purpose Room.

Quilting: Quilting will take place March 8 at 1 PM.
RLCW Meeting will be Monday, April 5 at 11:00 AM; Ruth
Circle will have the lunch and Hannah Circle will have the
program.

FAMILY EDUCATION
The kids are so excited for Spring and warmer
weather! I’m sure we all are anxiously waiting for the snow
to be gone, the temperatures to rise, and the grass to be
green. The Lord will surely send us Spring!
Daylight Savings begins Sunday, March 14th. Time to
Spring Forward! Don’t be late for Sunday School! Set your
clocks ahead Saturday night.
Speaking of marching, we
finished up Unit 7 and our
study of Moses and Joshua
leading the Israelites into the
Promised Land. We marched
around Jericho, blowing our

trumpets and shouting, and Jericho’s sturdy walls came
tumbling down. (If you consider stacks of shoe boxes
sturdy!) We learned of the ways the Lord helped the
Israelites by stopping the Jordan River and making the sun
stand still. In March, we will make our way through Unit 8
and lessons from the books of Judges, Ruth and 1 Samuel
and learn about Gideon, Samson, Ruth, Samuel, David and
Goliath, Jonathan and Saul. So many interesting things to
learn about!
Attendance is slowly increasing and it is fabulous to see their
faces each Sunday. Hand sanitizers are now in each
classroom mounted to the wall. The kids have been good
about wearing masks, but parents, please continue to
remind them that they are required for the safety of
everyone.
March 28th is Palm Sunday and our egg hunt! The children
will wave palm branches at the start of the 9:15am worship
service and have an egg hunt during Sunday school.
There will not be Sunday school class on Easter Sunday,
April 4th. Have a blessed Easter.
MARCH IS MN FOOD SHARE
MONTH. DONATE TO YOUR
LOCAL FOOD SHELF!
Preschool Class: MIGHTY
MOUNTAINS OF FOOD!! All
students and congregation
members: Help the
Preschool class with their mission project – fill their room
with mountains of food! Boxes will be placed throughout
the building for collecting non-perishable food
items. Though they are small, they are mighty! Help them
collect piles of food that stack higher than the 3-year-olds to
help fill the food shelves! Please check the dates on the
items and do not donate expired items. Times continue to
be difficult for many families that have been affected by the
pandemic. This is the 40th anniversary of the March
Campaign and goes from March 1st to April 11th, 2021. More
info and ways to donate can be found on their website.
https://www.mnfoodshare.org/marchcampaign
Thank you to the children who helped
make Valentine cards for the nursing
home residents. The cards turned out
wonderful, and they brought many
smiles and warmed many hearts! “Since
God loved us that much, we surely ought
to love each other.” 1 John 4:11
Remember to register for summer camp programs before
they fill up! Another camp to check out (though further
away- 3 hours from Rushford) is Riverside Bible Camp in
Story City, IA. This Bible camp is one that is a partner with

LCMC to provide a Christ-centered experience for people of
all ages. To learn more about the camp and many retreats,
visit www.riversidelbc.org. Pastor Chris Dahl (who spoke at
the LCMC Youth Event in Warrens last year), is an LCMC
pastor and the camp’s Program Coordinator. RLC has funds
to help pay for camp! Contact the church office or myself if
you have any questions.
Please keep collecting pop tabs for the Ronald McDonald
House. I’m waiting to see if tours will be
allowed this year for our 4th grade class. Either
way, tabs will be collected and delivered. You
can visit their website to see the current needs
list along with their Amazon wish list and
Target Charity registry to purchase donations
online to have them shipped directly to the
House. It also lists items that are not allowed to be donated
which include homemade items and used toys/books.
https://www.rmhmn.org/needslist/
Have a marvelous March!
Christine Anderson
Family Education Director
christineandersonmn@yahoo.com 507-858-5968

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL MEETING
February 7, 2021
Reminder to turn in meeting notes from each committee to
church office (email: rlc@acegroup.cc)

PRESENT: Glen Kopperud, John Munter, Jim Bernier, Dean
Hatlevig, June Vitse, Amy Luhmann, Barbara Johnson, Shari
Michel, Vicki Nelson
ABSENT: None
There was a brief Church Council meeting immediately
following the Annual Meeting of the Congregation on
February 7th. It was made motion, seconded and passed to
elect Dean Hatlevig as president of the Church Council.
Motion was made, seconded and passed to adjourn.
Respectfully submitted.

JANUARY CASH SUMMARY REPORT
Balance brought forward 1/1/2021

$30,379.24

TOTAL RECEIPTS

$22,856.38

DISBURSEMENTS

$47,130.34

TOTAL ON HAND 1/31/2021

$6,105.34

RLC SERVANTHOOD SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE
Rushford Lutheran Church’s high school seniors interested in receiving a Rushford Lutheran Church Servanthood Scholarship are
invited to apply for a scholarship/grant if you are planning to attend a technical school or college in the fall of 2021. Scholarship
applications are available. To receive one via email, please email the church office (rlc@acegroup.cc). These applications must be
returned to the church office on or before Sunday, April 7, 2021. No late applications will be considered.
The amount of the scholarship will be determined by a point system. The
criteria will be based on:
1. Interview (punctuality/appearance);
2. Question responses;
3. Church involvement;
4. Community involvement; and
5. Application appearance.

Maximum scholarship will be $500 with minimum of $100. Please take
this into consideration when you return your application.

WORSHIP LEADERS FOR MARCH
Worship led by Pastor Steven Chellew
Altar Guild: Joyce Miller, Deb Heiden, Kathy Ingram
Organist: Shary Evavold
Pianist : Portia Lee
Projectionists: Lisa Chellew, Beatty Darr, Linda Lea,
Steve Burdey, Becky Stocker
Videographers: Barb Johnson, June Vitse, Jeremy
Tesch, Dean Hatelvig

8:00 Worship
3/3/21
7p Service
3/7/21

Acolyte Duty and Scripture Reader: Daisy Darr

Acolyte Duty and Scripture Reader: Ava Bohanon

Marv Bestul and Claire Olstad
Special Music Ladies Choir
7p Service
3/14/21

Acolyte Duty and Scripture Reader: Jordan Zibrowski
Acolyte Duty and Scripture Reader: Kail Heiden

Dennie Darr and Gordy Elliott
Special Music

7p Service

3/21/21

7p Service
3/28/21
Palm Sunday

David & Andrea Brand
Louie Boehmke and John Campe
Ladies Choir

Wednesday Lenten Service
Isaac Oian
Steven & Toni Oian
Tom Kopperud and Jim Bernier
Praise Team

Acolyte Duty and Scripture Reader: Beatty Darr

Wednesday Lenten Service

Ushering: Bruce & Tina Darr

Acolyte Duty and Scripture Reader: Camdon Anderson-Ingram

Braden Danielson

Ushering: Chuck & Samantha Ingram

Nicole Messenger

Carrol Hill and Wayne Meyer
3/24/21

Matthew Brand

Ushering: Josh & Karen Zibrowski
Ushering: Tony & Jessica Heiden

3/17/21

Wednesday Lenten Service

Ushering: Bruce & Tina Darr

Ushering: Janel & Tim Bohanon

3/10/21

9:15 Worship

John Petersen and Mike Messenger
Wednesday Lenten Service

Acolyte Duty and Scripture Reader:
Ushering:
Acolyte Duty and Scripture Reader: Madison Rhodes
Adult Scripture Reader: Christine Anderson
Ushering : Christine Anderson
Brendon Honken

Riley Huntley
Vicki Nelson
Rodney & Kate Heyer
Lowell Rasmussen

10:15a Sunday School, Egg Hunt,
Bible Study
11a Praise Team

9:15a Worship, Live Streamed, Ladies
Choir, Palm Processional, Baptism, Coffee
& Fellowship to follow in Basement

28 Palm Sunday
8a Worship

21
8a Worship w/ Communion
9:15a Worship w/ Communion, Live
Streamed, Coffee & Fellowship to
follow in Basement
10:15a Sunday School, Bible Study
11a Praise Team

14 Daylight Savings Time Begins
8a Worship
9:15a Worship, Praise Team, Baptism,
Live Streamed, Coffee & Fellowship to
follow in Basement
10:15a Sunday School, Bible Study
11a Praise Team

7 8a Worship w/ Communion, Ladies
Choir
9:15a Worship w/ Communion, Live
Streamed, Ladies Choir, Coffee &
Fellowship to follow in basement
10:15a Sunday School, Bible Study
11a Praise Team
6p Movie Night

Sunday

9a Men’s Helping Hands
9a Ladies Mission Project
5:30p Lenten Supper
6p Youth Committee Mtg
6:00p Confirmation
7p Lenten Service
17
9a Men’s Helping Hands
9a Ladies Mission Project
5:30p Lenten Supper
6:00p Confirmation
7p Lenten Service

1p Ladies Bible
Study

16
1p Ladies Bible
Study

Office
Closed
5p Martha CircleQuilting Room
9a Men’s Helping Hands
9a Ladies Mission Project
5:30p Lenten Supper
6:00p Confirmation
7p Lenten Service

1p Ladies Bible
Study

10a Worship Posted Online

9a Men’s Helping Hands
9a Ladies Mission Project
6:00p Confirmation
1p Ladies Bible
Study

10a Worship Posted Online
5:30p Coffee House Worship—
Fellowship Hall

31
30

29

5:30p Coffee House Worship—
w/Communion, Fellowship Hall

26
25
24

Office
Closed

19

Office
Closed

12

27

20

13

Hall
Reserved
Regional
4-H

8a-1p

Office
Closed

Fellowship

6

Saturday

5

Friday

23

1:30p Hannah Circle

1p Miriam Circle

Quilting Room

9:30a Ruth’s Circle

18

11

10a RCLW Bible Study
Quilting Room
(Session 6)

4

Thursday

22

5:30p Coffee House —Fellowship
Hall
6:30p Membership Committee

15
10a Worship Posted Online

6:30p Finance Committee
7p Church Council

10

9

8
10a Worship Posted Online
1p Quilting
5:30p Coffeehouse Worship—
w/Communion, Fellowship Hall

5:30p Lenten Supper
6p Education Committee Mtg
6:00p Confirmation
7p Lenten Service

1p Ladies Bible
Study

10a– Worship Posted Online
2p Funeral
4:30p Worship Committee Mtg.
5:30p Coffee House Worship —
Fellowship Hall

3 9a Men’s Helping Hands
9a Ladies Mission Project

Wednesday

2

Tuesday

1

Monday
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