
The Sunday sermon will be posted on our church 

website: www.rushfordlutheran.com by 11 AM on Sunday. 

Homebound members with “home phone”, please turn on your 
phones at the regular time of 9 AM to hear the service. Below is 

the bulletin to follow the recorded service. 

  

MODIFIED RECORDED SERVICE 

  

RUSHFORD LUTHERAN CHURCH 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

MOTHER’S DAY 

MAY 10, 2020 

  

  

GREETINGS – Today is… 

  

God’s blessings upon all our mothers and grandmothers 
today. 

  

Sunday School Teacher recognition: - Nick & Brittany 

Agrimson,  Megan & Michele Ekern, Brenda & Riley Tesch, 

Emily Brennan, Karissa Eide, Maddy Anderson, Tracy Knutson, 

Emma Schuster, Nicole Messenger, Stephanie Evenson, Anne 

Boehmke, Brendon Honken, Melissa Feine, Lisa Chellew, Sharon 

Horton, Beth Tudahl, Audra Skalet, Karen Zibrowski, Steve 

Burdey, and Pastor Steve Chellew. Thank you to the substitute 

teachers and any others that helped out during the 

year.  Flowers will be planted out front of the church in honor 

and appreciation of the Sunday school teachers and the 

http://www.rushfordlutheran.com/


wonderful job they do to grow the faith of the students.  Your 

dedication is truly a blessing! A BIG thank you to Kristin Burdey 

for the wonderful job directing our youth to sing and all that 

goes along with that!   Thank you to Lori Clobes for taking care 

of purchasing the snacks and supplies for Sunday morning 

family education classes.    

  

  

OPENING HYMN: “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” 

Reclaim 223, vs. 1 & 2 

  

What a friend we have in Jesus, 

All our sins and griefs to bear! 

What a privilege to carry, 

Ev’rything to God in prayer! 
Oh, what peace we often forfeit; 

Oh, what needless pain we bear – 

All because we do not carry, 

Ev’rything to God in prayer! 
  

Have we trials and temptations?  

Is there trouble anywhere? 

We should never be discouraged – 

Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Can we find a friend so faithful, 

Who will all our sorrows share? 

Jesus knows our ev’ry weakness – 

Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

  



INVOCATION 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father, and of Son + and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

People:  Amen. 

  

CATECHETICAL REVIEW 

(First Article of the Apostle’s Creed) 

  

Pastor:  Who is God the Father, and what has he done for you? 

People:  I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of 

heaven and earth. 

Pastor:  What does this mean? 

People:  I believe that God has made me and all creatures; 

that He has given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my 

members, my reason and all my senses, and still takes care of 

them. 

Men:  He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, 

house and home, wife and children, land, animals, and all I 

have. 

Women:  He richly and daily provides me with all that I need 

to support this body and life. 

Men:  He defends me against all danger and guards and 

protects me from all evil. 

Women:  All this He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness 

and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me. 

All:  For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and 

obey Him. This is most certainly true. 

  

RESPONSIVE PSALM                                      Psalm 42 (ESV) 



Pastor:  As a deer pants for flowing streams, so pants my soul 

for you, O God. 

People: My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. When shall 

I come and appear before God? 

Pastor:  My tears have been my food day and night, while they 

say to me all the day long, People:  “Where is your God?” 

Pastor:  These things I remember, as I pour out my soul: how I 

would go with the throng and lead them in procession to the 

house of God with glad shouts and songs of praise, a multitude 

keeping festival. 

People:  Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are you 

in turmoil within me? 

Pastor:  Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, 

People:  My salvation and my God. 

Pastor:  My soul is cast down within me; therefore I remember 

you from the land of Jordan and of Hermon, from Mount Mizar. 

People:  Deep calls to deep at the roar of your waterfalls; all 

your breakers and your waves have gone over me. 

Pastor: By day the LORD commands his steadfast love, and at 

night his song is with me, a prayer to the God of my life. 

People:  I say to God, my rock: “Why have you forgotten me? 
Why do I go mourning because of the oppression of the 

enemy?” 

Pastor: As with a deadly wound in my bones, my adversaries 

taunt me, while they say to me all the day long, 

People:  “Where is your God?” 

Pastor: Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are you in 

turmoil within me? 



People:  Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, my salvation 

and my God. 

  

FIRST READING                                               I Peter 4:1-19 (ESV) 

Lector:  A reading from First Peter, the fourth chapter. 

  
1 Since therefore Christ suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves 

with the same way of thinking, for whoever has suffered in the 

flesh has ceased from sin, 2 so as to live for the rest of the time 

in the flesh no longer for human passions but for the will of 

God. 3 For the time that is past suffices for doing what the 

Gentiles want to do, living in sensuality, passions, drunkenness, 

orgies, drinking parties, and lawless idolatry. 4 With respect to 

this they are surprised when you do not join them in the same 

flood of debauchery, and they malign you; 5 but they will give 

account to him who is ready to judge the living and the 

dead. 6 For this is why the gospel was preached even to those 

who are dead, that though judged in the flesh the way people 

are, they might live in the spirit the way God does. 7 The end of 

all things is at hand; therefore be self-controlled and sober-

minded for the sake of your prayers. 8 Above all, keep loving 

one another earnestly, since love covers a multitude of 

sins. 9 Show hospitality to one another without grumbling. 10 As 

each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good 

stewards of God’s varied grace: 11 whoever speaks, as one who 

speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by 

the strength that God supplies—in order that in everything God 

may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and 

dominion forever and ever. Amen. 12 Beloved, do not be 



surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, 

as though something strange were happening to you. 13 But 

rejoice insofar as you share Christ’s sufferings, that you may 
also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are 

insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the 

Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. 15 But let none of you 

suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a 

meddler. 16 Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be 

ashamed, but let him glorify God in that name. 17 For it is time 

for judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it begins 

with us, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey 

the gospel of God? 18 And “If the righteous is scarcely saved, 
what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?” 19 Therefore 

let those who suffer according to God’s will entrust their souls 

to a faithful Creator while doing good. 

  

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

  

HOLY GOSPEL                                                  John 14:1-14 (ESV) 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. John the fourteenth 

chapter. 

People:  Glory to You, O Lord. 

  
1 “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also 
in me. 2 In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, 
would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And 

if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will 

take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. 4 And you 



know the way to where I am going.” 5 Thomas said to him, 

“Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know 

the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and 
the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you 

had known me, you would have known my Father also. From 

now on you do know him and have seen him.” 8 Philip said to 

him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” 9 Jesus 

said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and you still do not 
know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. 

How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not believe 

that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I 

say to you I do not speak on my own authority, but the Father 

who dwells in me does his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the 

Father and the Father is in me, or else believe on account of the 

works themselves. 12 “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever 
believes in me will also do the works that I do; and greater 

works than these will he do, because I am going to the 

Father. 13 Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the 

Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If you ask me anything in 

my name, I will do it. 

  

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 

  

CONFESSION OF FAITH                                The Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 



He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary, 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven 

and in seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy Christian church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting, Amen. 

  

TODAY’S MESSAGE: “A Crash Course in Suffering – The End is 

Near!” 

I Peter 4:1-19 (ESV) 

  

PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE 

Pastor:  Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, 

and for all people according to their needs. 

  

Each petition ends with:  Lord, in your mercy, 

To which we respond:     Hear our prayer. 

  



Pastor:  Almighty God, with the whole creation, we praise You 

for Your gift of life and the world that sustains us and all the 

living. Bless our farmers with beneficial weather during this 

important time of year,  Be with all of those who provide our 

food throughout our national food chain; and who provide food 

throughout the world.  Lord, in Your mercy, 

  

Pastor:      Give power to Your Word as it is proclaimed boldly by 

Your Church filled with the Holy Spirit in the faithful witness of 

all—as it is preached and taught by all who are ordained and 

commissioned by You, as well as those to whom You have given 

the gifts to be faithful witnesses of Your salvation and glory. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

  

Pastor:      Turn the hearts of all who bear the authority of 

government in our land and around the world that they serve 

and lead all people in the ways of justice, peace, and freedom. 

Bless our president, our governor, and all those tasked with the 

enormous responsibility of leading our nation safely, and back 

to productivity.  

  

Pastor:      To all who suffer sickness or injury, give the comfort 

of Your healing….  And to all who suffer any persecution for 

standing for the truth of the Christian faith, give strength to 

endure. To all increase faith and faithfulness, believing that the 

risen Christ leads us to the glory of eternal life in Your kingdom. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

  



Pastor:  Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we 

pray, trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

  

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, 

On earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

As we forgive those 

Who trespass against us;        

And lead us not into temptation, 

But deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

And the power and the glory, 

Forever and ever.  Amen. 

  

BENEDICTION (1 Peter 5:10–11) 

Pastor: And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal 

glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself 

restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. To him be 

the power for ever and ever. 

People: Amen. 

  

DISMISSAL 

Pastor:  Stay home in peace.  Serve the Lord! 



People: Thanks be to God! 

  

CLOSING HYMN: “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” 
Reclaim 223, vs. 3 

  

Are we weak and heavy laden, 

Cumbered with a load of care? 

Precious Savior, still our refuge – 

Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Do your friends despise, forsake you?  

Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

In his arms he’ll take and shield you; 
You will find a solace there. 
  
All songs and hymns CCLI 11170614.  Parts of the liturgy © Creative Worship, Concordia Publishing House, St. 
Louis, MO, 1994 to today; or © Lutheran Book of Worship, Augsburg Fortress Publishers, Minneapolis, MN, 1978, or 
© Reclaim Resources, St. Paul, MN, 2013  Scripture references, unless otherwise noted, from the Holy Bible, English 
Standard Version,  © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.  Used by 
permission.  All rights reserved.   

 Prayer Concerns: If you have prayer concerns, please contact Pastor 

Steve by emailing stevechellew@gmail.com or calling 507.703.1221 or 

contact the church office at 864.7152 (rlc@acegroup.cc). Hospitalized 

this week: . 

Continued prayers of healing and comfort for: Laurie Marcoux, Judy 

Brand, Jeannette Colbenson, Cherryl Kjos, Mike Wick, Deborah Bybee-

Newly; Renee Moran, Tony Hallum, Pastor Sylvia and Pastor Julio, and 

Michele Benson Thompson. 

No Internet?  No Wi-FI?  You Can Still Tune In. Our home phone 

system will be expanding so you don’t need one of the church’s special 
phones to dial in. Please contact Pastor Steve if you are interested. 

There are only 10 more lines available per licensing requirements held 

by the phone company. Please share this with our members who do not 

currently have access via the Web to our services. 

mailto:stevechellew@gmail.com
mailto:rlc@acegroup.cc


E-mail Your E-mail   We know you are already getting this e-mail, but 

please think of a fellow member or a family member of RLC that are not 

yet receiving the news.  Please send their email 

to rlc@acegroup.cc (With their permission, of course). 

ELECTRONIC GIVING: At Rushford Lutheran Church, we use Vanco 

Services for direct payments. Just go to our 

website www.rushfordlutheran.com and look for the Tab GIVING, click 

on that. There will appear a box. Click on Sign In/Sign Up at the top 

right corner of that box. It will walk you through the set 

up. OR visit www.vancopayments.com/OnlineGiving to set up your 

giving account. You can also download the free app “Give+” on your 
smart phone, search for Rushford Lutheran Church and follow the set 

up. You may choose to give to the general fund, missions, building 

improvements, memorial giving, Easter or lent. You can set your 

offering or contribution to be a one time, weekly, biweekly, monthly, 

etc. With these challenging times of “social distancing”, this is a great 
option to submit your offerings and contribution to your church. It is 

fast and easy. 

OFFERINGS AND CONTRIBUTIONS AND MEMORIALS can always be 

mailed to Rushford Lutheran Church, PO Box 399, Rushford, MN 55971 

if electronic giving is not an option for you. 

Trinity Lutheran Church, St. Charles. Please keep in your prayers a 

brand new mission church started in nearby St. Charles.  This is a break-

off group from the local ELCA congregation.  They currently number 

around 60 members and have already been chartered as an official 

congregation in the State of Minnesota.   Both Pastor Steffenson and 

Pastor Steve have been able to provide guidance.   We have also just 

donated one hundred of our old green hymnals for their use.   As they 

too are currently unable to meet for worship, some of their members 

are tuning into our church’s weekly posting 

The Sunday morning Bible study is still meeting via Zoom video 

conference.  The study is at 1 pm on Sundays (after we’ve had a chance 

mailto:rlc@acegroup.cc
http://www.rushfordlutheran.com/
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to watch the church service).  If anyone wants the link to join the group 

they can email Becky Stocker at countrybumpkins@acegroup.cc. 

GREEN INTERNET PASTURES. Part of a Pastor/Shepherd’s job is to lead 
the flock to green pastures and still waters.  One of the blessings of the 

World Wide Web is the number of great Christian green pastures 

available, most of the time for free, to the hungry Christian.   So, each 

week, for as long as we are in Stay at Home mode, Pastor Steve will be 

providing one of his favorite Green Internet Pastures for you to graze 

in. 

This week’s pasture is: http://lcmc.net 

Did you know that your congregation does not belong to a 

denomination?  “What?” you say, “What about LCMC?”  Yes, we do 

belong to Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ.  But LCMC is an 

association of like-minded Christian congregations, rather than a 

denomination.  What is the difference?  Well, now would be a great 

time to do some internet grazing in the green pastures 

of lcmc.net.  Learn more about your brothers and sisters who are 

walking together in the fourth largest gathering of Lutheran 

congregations in America (and yet still not a denomination!) 

At this time, given the current climate of protective measures enacted 

across our service area to mitigate the coronavirus, COVID19, the Mayo 

Clinic Hospice Programs Bereavement of Grief Support Groups and 

Healing Adventure Youth Grief Camp and in person bereavement 

support are suspended.  At this time, the Healing Adventure Youth 

Grief Camp, scheduled for September 26th and Adult Grief Support 

Groups scheduled to start on September 14, 2020 have not been 

suspended.  Changes and additions to Mayo Clinic Hospice program’s 
various bereavement supports will mailed or e-mailed for your 

convenience when known.  Please know that bereavement support 

remains available through telephone contacts.  This preventative aimed 

decision comes from Mayo Clinic’s dedication of you and your family’s 
health.  For bereavement support please contact us at: 1-800-679-9084 

or 507-284-4002.  E-mail: rsthospicebereavement@mayo.edu. 

mailto:countrybumpkins@acegroup.cc
http://lcmc.net/
http://lcmc.net/
mailto:rsthospicebereavement@mayo.edu


  

CALENDAR: 

SUNDAY, MAY 17 – HIGH SCHOOL SENIOR RECOGNITION 

9:00 AM                Home Phones: Dial in for worship service 

10:00 AM              Drive up communion under canopy until Noon; H.S. Senior 
Recognition 

11:00 AM              Modified Sunday Worship available on website 
 


