
Due to there being a few people in our faith community who 

have been recently diagnosed with Covid-19, we will not be 

having drive-up communion this Sunday, May 17th.  The next 

scheduled communion service is June 7th. 

The Sunday sermon will be posted on our church 

website: www.rushfordlutheran.com by 9 AM on Sunday. 

Homebound members with “home phone”, please turn on your 
phones at the regular time of 9 AM to hear the service. Below is 

the bulletin to follow the recorded service. 

MODIFIED RECORDED SERVICE 

  

RUSHFORD LUTHERAN CHURCH 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

MAY 17, 2020 

  

  

GREETINGS 

  

OPENING HYMN: “Amazing Grace” 

Reclaim 199, vs. 1-3 

  

 
 

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, 

That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found; 

Was blind, but now I see. 

  

Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
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And grace my fears relieved; 

How precious did that grace appear, 

The hour I first believed! 

  

Through many dangers, toils, and snares, 

I have already come; 

‘Tis grace has brought me safe thus far, 
And grace will lead me home. 

 
 

INVOCATION 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father, and of Son + and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

People:  Amen. 

  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 

truth is not in us. 

People:  But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and 

just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

  

(A time for silent reflection) 

  

Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

People:  Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 

sinful and unclean.  We have sinned against You in thought, 

word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 

left undone.  



Pastor:  We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have 

not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 

Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 

name.  Amen. 

  

Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for 

you and for His sake forgives you all your sins.  As a called and 

ordained servant of Christ and by His authority I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the + 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People:  Amen. 

  

Pastor: May He who began this good work within you bring it to 

completion on the day of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

People:  Amen. 

  

PSALM OF LAMENT                                       Psalm 126 (ESV) 

Pastor:  When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, 

People:  We were like those who dream. 

Pastor:  Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our 

tongue with shouts of joy; 

People:  Then they said among the nations, “The LORD has 

done great things for them.” 

Pastor:  The LORD has done great things for us; we are glad. 

People:  Restore our fortunes, O LORD, like streams in the 

Negeb! 



Pastor:  Those who sow in tears shall reap with shouts of joy! 

People:  He who goes out weeping, bearing the seed for 

sowing, 

Pastor:  Shall come home with shouts of joy, 

People:  Bringing his sheaves with him. 

  

FIRST LESSON                                                  I Peter 5:1-14 (ESV) 

Lector:  A reading from the fifth chapter of first Peter. 

  
1 So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a 

witness of the sufferings of Christ, as well as a partaker in the 

glory that is going to be revealed: 2 shepherd the flock of God 

that is among you, exercising oversight, not under compulsion, 

but willingly, as God would have you; not for shameful gain, but 

eagerly; 3 not domineering over those in your charge, but being 

examples to the flock. 4 And when the chief Shepherd appears, 

you will receive the unfading crown of glory. 5 Likewise, you 

who are younger, be subject to the elders. Clothe yourselves, 

all of you, with humility toward one another, for “God opposes 
the proud but gives grace to the humble.” 6 Humble yourselves, 

therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper 

time he may exalt you, 7 casting all your anxieties on him, 

because he cares for you. 8 Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your 

adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking 

someone to devour. 9 Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing 

that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your 

brotherhood throughout the world. 10 And after you have 

suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you 

to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, 



strengthen, and establish you. 11 To him be the dominion 

forever and ever. Amen. 12 By Silvanus, a faithful brother as I 

regard him, I have written briefly to you, exhorting and 

declaring that this is the true grace of God. Stand firm in 

it. 13 She who is at Babylon, who is likewise chosen, sends you 

greetings, and so does Mark, my son. 14 Greet one another with 

the kiss of love. Peace to all of you who are in Christ. 

  

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

  

HOLY GOSPEL                                                  John 21:1-14  (ESV) 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. John the twenty-first 

chapter. 

People:  Glory to You, O Lord. 

  
1 After this Jesus revealed himself again to the disciples by the 

Sea of Tiberias, and he revealed himself in this way. 2 Simon 

Peter, Thomas (called the Twin), Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, 

the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples were 

together. 3 Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They 
said to him, “We will go with you.” They went out and got into 

the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 4 Just as day was 

breaking, Jesus stood on the shore; yet the disciples did not 

know that it was Jesus. 5 Jesus said to them, “Children, do you 
have any fish?” They answered him, “No.” 6 He said to them, 

“Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and you will find 
some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in, 
because of the quantity of fish. 7 That disciple whom Jesus 



loved therefore said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon 
Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his outer garment, 

for he was stripped for work, and threw himself into the 

sea. 8 The other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full 

of fish, for they were not far from the land, but about a 

hundred yards off. 9 When they got out on land, they saw a 

charcoal fire in place, with fish laid out on it, and bread. 10 Jesus 

said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just 

caught.” 11 So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net 

ashore, full of large fish, 153 of them. And although there were 

so many, the net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to them, “Come 
and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared ask him, 
“Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came and 

took the bread and gave it to them, and so with the fish. 14 This 

was now the third time that Jesus was revealed to the disciples 

after he was raised from the dead. 

  

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 

  

TODAY’S MESSAGE: A Crash Course in Suffering – God’s Mighty 
Hand 

I Peter 5:1-14 (ESV) 

  

PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE 

Pastor:  Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, 

and for all people according to their needs. 

  

Each petition ends with:  Lord, in your mercy, 



To which we respond:     Hear our prayer. 

  

Pastor:  Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we 

pray, trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

  

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

(Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 

11:23-25) 

  

LORD’S PRAYER 

 
 

  

BENEDICTION (1 Peter 5:10–11) 

Pastor: And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal 

glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself 

restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. To him be 

the power for ever and ever. 

People: Amen. 

DISMISSAL 

Pastor:  Stay home in peace.  Serve the Lord! 

People: Thanks be to God! 

  

CLOSING HYMN: “Amazing Grace”          Reclaim 199, vs. 4 & 5 

  

 
 

The Lord has promised good to me; 

His Word my hope secures; 



He will my shield and portion be, 

As long as life endures. 

  

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 
Bright shining as the sun, 

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise, 
Than when we first begun. 
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Prayer Concerns: If you have prayer concerns, please contact Pastor 

Steve by emailing stevechellew@gmail.com or calling 507.703.1221 or 

contact the church office at 864.7152 (rlc@acegroup.cc). Hospitalized 

this week: David Anderson; Christine Anderson. 

Continued prayers of healing and comfort for: Laurie Marcoux, Judy 

Brand, Cherryl and Donny Kjos, Pastor David Steffenson, Pastor 

Jefferson Bernard, Christine Anderson, David Anderson, Mike Feine, 

Mike Wick, Deborah Bybee-Newly; Renee Moran, Tony Hallum, Pastor 

Sylvia and Pastor Julio, and Michele Benson Thompson. 

Prayers of Celebration: Congratulations to Jordan Honken and Riley 

Vitse! They were reunited in marriage last Saturday, May 9th! God’s 
blessings to you!! 

This Sunday, we are recognizing our graduating high school seniors at 

Rushford Lutheran Church. They will be receiving a quilt made with 

love from our quilting ladies, a gift certificate to Burdey’s Café to 
replace our usual breakfast gathering at the church and a special gift 

from our Family Education Committee. We wish our seniors the best: 

Madeline Anderson, Karissa Eide, Ethan Hermanson, Leah Himlie, Sam 

Kingsley, Jack Kopperud, Mitchell Ledebuhr, John Luhmann, Jarrett 
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Rhodes, and Taylor Stennes. Reach for your dreams and always keep 

the faith! 

No Internet?  No Wi-FI?  You Can Still Tune In. Our home phone 

system will be expanding so you don’t need one of the church’s special 
phones to dial in. Please contact Pastor Steve if you are interested. 

There are only 10 more lines available per licensing requirements held 

by the phone company. Please share this with our members who do not 

currently have access via the Web to our services. 

E-mail Your E-mail   We know you are already getting this e-mail, but 

please think of a fellow member or a family member of RLC that are not 

yet receiving the news.  Please send their email 

to rlc@acegroup.cc (With their permission, of course). 

ELECTRONIC GIVING: At Rushford Lutheran Church, we use Vanco 

Services for direct payments. Just go to our 

website www.rushfordlutheran.com and look for the Tab GIVING, click 

on that. There will appear a box. Click on Sign In/Sign Up at the top 

right corner of that box. It will walk you through the set 

up. OR visit www.vancopayments.com/OnlineGiving to set up your 

giving account. You can also download the free app “Give+” on your 
smart phone, search for Rushford Lutheran Church and follow the set 

up. You may choose to give to the general fund, missions, building 

improvements, memorial giving, Easter or lent. You can set your 

offering or contribution to be a one time, weekly, biweekly, monthly, 

etc. With these challenging times of “social distancing”, this is a great 
option to submit your offerings and contribution to your church. It is 

fast and easy. 

OFFERINGS AND CONTRIBUTIONS AND MEMORIALS can always be 

mailed to Rushford Lutheran Church, PO Box 399, Rushford, MN 55971 

if electronic giving is not an option for you. 

Trinity Lutheran Church, St. Charles. Please keep in your prayers a 

brand-new mission church started in nearby St. Charles.  This is a break-

off group from the local ELCA congregation.  They currently number 

around 60 members and have already been chartered as an official 
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congregation in the State of Minnesota.   Both Pastor Steffenson and 

Pastor Steve have been able to provide guidance.   We have also just 

donated one hundred of our old green hymnals for their use.   As they 

too are currently unable to meet for worship, some of their members 

are tuning into our church’s weekly posting 

The Sunday morning Bible study is still meeting via Zoom video 

conference.  The study is at 9:00 AM on Sundays (after we’ve had a 
chance to watch the church service).  If anyone wants the link to join 

the group they can email Becky Stocker 

at countrybumpkins@acegroup.cc. 

GREEN INTERNET PASTURES. Part of a Pastor/Shepherd’s job is to lead 
the flock to green pastures and still waters.  One of the blessings of the 

World Wide Web is the number of great Christian green pastures 

available, most of the time for free, to the hungry Christian.   So, each 

week, for as long as we are in Stay at Home mode, Pastor Steve will be 

providing one of his favorite Green Internet Pastures for you to graze 

in. 

This week’s pasture is: http://biblegateway.com 

Bible gateway is one of the first Bible sites online and remains one of 

the best.  Here is their self-description: Bible Gateway is a searchable 

online Bible in more than 200 versions and 70 languages that you can 

freely read, research, and reference anywhere. With a library of audio 

Bibles, a mobile app, devotionals, email newsletters, and other free 

resources, Bible Gateway equips you not only to read the Bible, but 

to understand it. 

Bible gateway has apps for your phone and tablet, as well as audio apps 

for listening as the Bible is read.  A great tool to dig deeper into God’s 
Word daily! 

  
CALENDAR: 

SUNDAY, MAY 24 – MEMORIAL WEEKEND 

9:00 AM                Home Phones: Dial in for worship service & Modified Sunday 
Worship available on website. Website: www.rushfordlutheran.com 

9:00 AM                Zoom Bible Study 
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