
The Sunday sermon will be posted on our church 

website: www.rushfordlutheran.com by 9 AM on Sunday. 

Homebound members with “home phone”, please turn on your 
phones at the regular time of 9 AM to hear the service. Below is 

the bulletin to follow the recorded service. 

  

MODIFIED RECORDED SERVICE 

  

RUSHFORD LUTHERAN CHURCH 

CELEBRATION OF THE ASCENSION 

MAY 24, 2020 

  

  

GREETINGS & ANNOUCEMENTS 

  

OPENING HYMN: “Lord, I Lift Your Name on High” 

Reclaim 25 

  

 
 

Lord, I lift Your name on high; 

Lord, I love to sing Your praises. 

I’m so glad You’re in my life; 

I’m so glad You came to save us. 

  

You came from heaven to earth 

To show the way, 

From the earth to the cross, 

My debt to pay, 
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From the cross to the grave, 

From the grave to the sky; 

Lord, I lift your name on high! 

  

Lord, I lift Your name on high; 

Lord, I love to sing Your praises. 

I’m so glad You’re in my life; 

I’m so glad You came to save us. 

  

You came from heaven to earth 

To show the way, 

From the earth to the cross, 

My debt to pay, 

From the cross to the grave, 

From the grave to the sky; 

Lord, I lift your name on high! 

 
 

  

INVOCATION 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father, and of Son + and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

People:  Amen. 

  

Pastor:      Alleluia! Christ is risen and ascended! 

People:  Christ is risen and ascended indeed! Alleluia! 

  

Pastor:      Today is a day of celebration, grief, and anticipation. 

People: We celebrate our Lord’s triumph and reign. 



  

Pastor:      We grieve that He is not physically present with us. 

People: We anticipate the coming of the promised Holy Spirit 

on Pentecost. 

  

Pastor:      And we celebrate that His promise to always be with 

us remains and will never fade away. 

People:  Amen. 

  

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

  

Pastor:      Though Christ is ascended on high and is seated at 

the right hand of the Father, ruling and reigning over all 

creation, there have been times when we have lived as though 

we rule and reign over our own lives. We have lived as though 

Christ were too far away to matter. But our heavenly Father 

invites us to return to Him, confess our sins, and receive His 

forgiveness. 

Silence for meditation. 

  

Pastor:      Heavenly Father, 

People: We confess to You that we are sinful and unclean. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we walk in Your 

perfect way and delight in Your perfect will. Amen. 

Pastor:      Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die 

and rise for you. Christ is ascended, and all things are under His 

feet, including sin, death, and the devil. On account of Christ’s 
saving work and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 



your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

People:  Amen. We are forgiven and restored. 

  

RESPONSIVE PSALM                                      Psalm 47 (ESV) 

Pastor: Clap your hands, all peoples! Shout to God with loud 

songs of joy! 

People: For the Lord, the Most High, is to be feared, a great 

king over all the earth. 

Pastor: He subdued peoples under us, and nations under our 

feet. 

People: He chose our heritage for us, the pride of Jacob whom 

he loves. 

Pastor: God has gone up with a shout, the Lord with the sound 

of a trumpet. 

People: Sing praises to God, sing praises! Sing praises to our 

King, sing praises! 

Pastor: For God is the King of all the earth; sing praises with a 

psalm! 

People: God reigns over the nations; God sits on his holy 

throne. 

Pastor: The princes of the peoples gather as the people of the 

God of Abraham. 

People: For the shields of the earth belong to God; he is highly 

exalted! 

  

FIRST LESSON                                                  Acts 1:1-11 (ESV) 

Lector:  A reading from the book of Acts, chapter one, verses 

one to eleven. 



  
1 In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus 

began to do and teach, 2 until the day when he was taken up, 

after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the 

apostles whom he had chosen. 3 He presented himself alive to 

them after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them 

during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of 

God. 4 And while staying with them he ordered them not to 

depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the 

Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5 for John baptized 

with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not 

many days from now.” 6 So when they had come together, they 

asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to 
Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or 
seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. 8 But 

you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 

you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea 

and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 9 And when he had 

said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and 

a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 And while they were 

gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them 

in white robes, 11 and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand 
looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you 

into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into 

heaven.” 

  

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

  



EPISTLE                                                              Ephesians 1:15-23 

(ESV)                     

Lector:  A reading from Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, chapter 

one, verses fifteen to twenty-three. 

  
15 For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord 

Jesus and your love toward all the saints, 16 I do not cease to 

give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, 17 that the 

God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you 

the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of 

him, 18 having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you 

may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what 

are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19 and 

what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us 

who believe, according to the working of his great might 20 that 

he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and 

seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above 

all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above 

every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the 

one to come. 22 And he put all things under his feet and gave 

him as head over all things to the church, 23 which is his body, 

the fullness of him who fills all in all. 

  

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

  

HOLY GOSPEL                                                            Luke 24:44-53 

(ESV) 



Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-

fourth chapter. 

People:  Glory to You, O Lord. 

  
44 Then Jesus said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to 
you while I was still with you, that everything written about me 

in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be 

fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened their minds to understand the 

Scriptures, 46 and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the 
Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the 

dead, 47 and that repentance for the forgiveness of sins should 

be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 

Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 And behold, I 

am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the 

city until you are clothed with power from on high.” 50 And he 

led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he 

blessed them. 51 While he blessed them, he parted from them 

and was carried up into heaven. 52 And they worshiped him and 

returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 53 and were continually in 

the temple blessing God. 

  

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 

  

CONFESSION OF FAITH                                          The Apostle’s 
Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

  



I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary, 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven 

and in seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy Christian church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting, Amen. 

  

TODAY’S MESSAGE: Vantage Point -- Luke 24:49-53 (ESV) 

  

PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE 

Pastor:  Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, 

and for all people according to their needs. 

  

Each petition ends with:  Lord, in your mercy, 

To which we respond:     Hear our prayer. 

  



Pastor:  Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we 

pray, trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

  

LORD’S PRAYER 

  

BENEDICTION 

Pastor:  Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you 

now and forever. 

People:  Amen. 

  

DISMISSAL 

Pastor:  Stay home in peace.  Serve the Lord! 

People: Thanks be to God! 
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Prayer Concerns: If you have prayer concerns, please contact Pastor 

Steve by emailing stevechellew@gmail.com or calling 507.703.1221 or 

contact the church office at 864.7152 (rlc@acegroup.cc). Hospitalized 

this week: 

Continued prayers of healing and comfort for: Laurie Marcoux, Judy 

Brand, Cherryl and Donny Kjos, Pastor David Steffenson, Jennifer 

Hanson, Roberta Anderson, Mike Feine, Mike Wick, Deborah Bybee-

Newly; Renee Moran, Tony Hallum, Pastor Sylvia and Pastor Julio, Sarah 

Fierer, and Michele Benson Thompson. 

Prayers of Celebration: Congratulations to Penny Wunderlich and 

Nathan Klinski!  They were reunited in marriage last Saturday, May 

16th! God’s blessing to them as they begin their new chapter in life 
together!! Also, congratulations to all the graduating seniors out there. 
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We pray that they keep their faith grounded as they expand their wings 

into the world. 

No Internet?  No Wi-FI?  You Can Still Tune In. Our home phone 

system will be expanding so you don’t need one of the church’s special 
phones to dial in. Please contact Pastor Steve if you are interested. 

There are only 10 more lines available per licensing requirements held 

by the phone company. Please share this with our members who do not 

currently have access via the Web to our services. 

E-mail Your E-mail   We know you are already getting this e-mail, but 

please think of a fellow member or a family member of RLC that are not 

yet receiving the news.  Please send their email 

to rlc@acegroup.cc (With their permission, of course). 

ELECTRONIC GIVING: At Rushford Lutheran Church, we use Vanco 

Services for direct payments. Just go to our 

website www.rushfordlutheran.com and look for the Tab GIVING, click 

on that. There will appear a box. Click on Sign In/Sign Up at the top 

right corner of that box. It will walk you through the set 

up. OR visit www.vancopayments.com/OnlineGiving to set up your 

giving account. You can also download the free app “Give+” on your 
smart phone, search for Rushford Lutheran Church and follow the set 

up. You may choose to give to the general fund, missions, building 

improvements, memorial giving, Easter or lent. You can set your 

offering or contribution to be a one time, weekly, biweekly, monthly, 

etc. With these challenging times of “social distancing”, this is a great 
option to submit your offerings and contribution to your church. It is 

fast and easy. 

OFFERINGS AND CONTRIBUTIONS AND MEMORIALS can always be 

mailed to Rushford Lutheran Church, PO Box 399, Rushford, MN 55971 

if electronic giving is not an option for you. 

Trinity Lutheran Church, St. Charles. Please keep in your prayers a 

brand-new mission church started in nearby St. Charles.  This is a break-

off group from the local ELCA congregation.  They currently number 

around 60 members and have already been chartered as an official 
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congregation in the State of Minnesota.   Both Pastor Steffenson and 

Pastor Steve have been able to provide guidance.   We have also just 

donated one hundred of our old green hymnals for their use.   As they 

too are currently unable to meet for worship, some of their members 

are tuning into our church’s weekly posting 

The Sunday morning Bible study is still meeting via Zoom video 

conference.  The study is at 10:00 AM on Sundays (after we’ve had a 
chance to watch the church service).  If anyone wants the link to join 

the group they can email Becky Stocker 

at countrybumpkins@acegroup.cc. 

  
CALENDAR: 

SUNDAY, MAY 31 

9:00 AM                Home Phones: Dial in for worship service & Modified Sunday 
Worship available on website. Website: www.rushfordlutheran.com 

10:00 AM              Zoom Bible Study 
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