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CHRIST CENTERED * BIBLE BASED * FAMILY FOCUSED * MISSION MINDED 

It’s RLCW 

BAKING TIME! 

Mondays and Tuesdays 

October 11, 12, 18, 19 , 25 and 26 

Start time is 8 or 8:30 a.m. 

Codfish Supper Postponed 

The annual Men’s Club codfish 
supper has been postponed until a 
later date.  We will continue to 
monitor the COVID-19 situation 
and hold the dinner when both our 
attendees and volunteers feel it is 
safe to do so.  Thank you for your 
understanding! 

This program features biblical, 
Christ-centered teaching that 

focuses on grief topics associat-
ed with the death of a loved 

one.  
Wednesdays  6:30 p.m.—8 p.m. 

Now—December 15  
Rushford Lutheran Church 

Contact Becky for more info at 
507-923-9051. Preregistration 
appreciated, but not required. 

Portal of  
Prayer 

Daily devotion-
al books are 
available for 
you to pick up 
at the church. 
We have two 

large print copies available. 

Congratulations to RLC third 
graders on receiving bibles 

It was a milestone moment for Rushford 
Lutheran Church’s third grade Sunday 
School students. On Sunday, September 
26 at the 9:15 a.m. service they received 
their bibles in front of the congregation. Pictured above l-r: 
Colton Thesing, Tyler Britson, Carter Minor, Cameron Klein and 
Abram Zibrowski.  

http://www.lcmc.net/


PASTOR’S CORNER 

The start of the fall programming in September (Rally Day) 
felt much like a return to normal. At least here at church. 
Schools and hospitals are still on the front lines battling 
COVID, along with the very difficult decisions that come with 
it.  But for most of us, our workplace and our church place are 
pretty much back to normal. 

As I look around it looks like the deck has been shuffled more 
than you might think. There are things we continue to do 
here that are left over from the pandemic: masks and hand 
sanitizers at the doors, offering plates no longer passed and 
two services still on Sunday.  What is more difficult to see is a 
bit of shuffling of volunteers. Some of our “old” people who 
we expect to do certain things are not ready to do what 
they’ve been doing for years. New people have stepped up to 
take over, volunteering in ways they have never helped 
before. The deck, as it were, has been shuffled.   

The delay of the Codfish supper is perhaps the most visible 
sign of this “new-normal.” Just to clarify, the Codfish supper is 
the responsibility of a group called The Men’s Club. This is not 
the same group of men who meet on Wednesday mornings 
to tackle church do-it-yourself projects, and drink lots and 
lots of coffee. (Believe me, even if coffee prices tripled, the 
church would still be getting the better end of this deal!)  This 
Wednesday morning group is called Helping Hands. And while 
there is pretty much a 100% overlap of Men’s Club and 
Helping Hands members, it’s not as simple as it may seem. 

Planning for the annual Codfish supper starts in the summer.  
During the summer months many media mouthpieces were 
very vocal about how dreadful things would be this fall for 
COVID. Unfortunately, many of the planners and volunteer 
leaders of the Men’s Club are still dealing with COVID-19 
issues at home or in their family. The supper itself involves 
dozens of volunteers, both men and women, in order to serve 
the meal effectively.  While doing the supper seems like a 
simple thing to do after so many years of doing it, this 
shuffling of the deck of volunteers has made it much more 
difficult than it looks. 

This is true all across the church.  Some of the regulars in our 
women’s ministry have still not yet plugged back in. The  

 

addition of the early service on Sunday, while helping with 
social distancing (and parking oddly enough) has also doubled 
the need for worship volunteers – ushers, readers, 
projectionists, altar guild and so forth.  With the two services 
on Sunday morning, we don’t always conveniently run into a 
person we were hoping to run into to talk about what needs 
to happen next.  

Clearly, what does need to happen next is that more “new” 
people need to step up to the plate. God will supply us with 
what we need to do whatever he asks us to do. Scripture is 
very clear on that point. Meaning, we have been given all of 
the lay people we need to do ministry in this place. We just 
need to get them into place. To pray. To ask. To pray again 
when asked. And to respond with a “Lord, send me, send me” 
if and when we feel the Holy Spirit prompts us to serve. 

A running joke with the Helping Hands group is that we pay 
them over-time the same rate as regular time.  All the coffee 
you can drink. And yet every Wednesday morning a dozen or 
more men show up to trim hedges, move landscaping rocks, 
tighten handrails, clean out corroded faucets, paint poles, 
spray weeds and find a dozen and more tasks to do around 
the church. Tasks that we do not pay a janitor to do, but that 
we do ourselves as part of our thanksgiving response for what 
God, in Christ Jesus, has done for you and me.  

2 Corinthians 9:6–8 (ESV) 6 The point is this: whoever sows 
sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 
bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7 Each one must give as 
he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able 
to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency 
in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work.  

May our Good Lord make this truth work powerfully here at 
Rushford Lutheran Church. 

In Christ’s Loving Service, 

Pastor Steve 



RUSHFORD 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 

WOMEN 
Ladies mission work is every 
Wednesday morning at 9 a.m. 
in the Multi-Purpose Room. 

Coffee fellowship for October 
will be served by Adah Circle. 

Baking  for the  bazaar  is October 11, 12, 18, 19, 25 and 26.   

RLCW Meeting will be Wednesday, October 6 at 9:30 a.m. 
Ruth Circle  has the program. Miriam Circle will serve brunch.  

RLCW Meeting Minutes 

September 1, 2021 

President Bean welcomed everyone, then turned the meeting 
over to the Adah Circle. Ione Olstad gave devotions and 
prayer. The group the sang “For the Beauty of the Earth.”  
Donna Boyum introduced Brian Himlie, a graduate of Rushford
-Peterson High School and son of Darrel and Mae Himlie. Brian 
works in the food service department at the Federal Medical 
Center in Rochester. He has been employed there for 15 years 
and prior to that worked at the prison in Waseca, MN. He 
gave a short history of the Medical Center and had a slide 
presentation showing different areas of the campus. Brian 
noted that during the COVID crisis, the medical center had no 
deaths. Brian is also involved in security at the prison.  

President Bean then called the business meeting to order. The 
secretary’s report was read and approved. The treasurer’s 
report was read showing a balance on hand of $3,583.50. 

Old Business: A reminder of the salad luncheon on Sept. 15.  
Each circle is asked to bring one extra salad, bars and bread.  
Any changes to next year’s yearbook should be brought to 
Bean. 

There was no new business. 

Announcements:  Circle Bible study will begin this Thurs. at 
10am. Quilting will begin the first Monday in Oct. and baking 
for the bazaar will begin Oct 11 and 12 and continue each 
Mon. and Tues. for the next 2 weeks. Bean read thank you 
cards from Neil and Janelle Mahr and Hope in Christ – Haiti 
Outreach. The next meeting will be Oct. 6 at 9:30 a.m. Ruth 
Circle has the program, Miriam Circle has the brunch and 
Sunday morning coffee is by Adah Circle. Birthdays and 
anniversaries were noted and prayer requests were given. 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
The Lord’s Prayer was said and the table prayer was sung. 
Lunch was served by the Priscila Circle. 

Donna Boyum, secretary 

FAMILY EDUCATION NEWS 
We’ve had a great start this year. On Rally Sunday, the 
students wrote prayer requests and then participated in 
a fun game of charades. Attendance is important for 
multiple reasons. But, most importantly and most basic – 
it’s Christian education. Our goal is to teach your children 
about God and His love through bible lessons, activities, 
crafts and music.  Please keep bringing your children to 
Sunday school. It’s a great place! 

Prayer Wall. Don’t forget to visit the Prayer Wall 
(bulletin board) located in the upstairs hallway of the 
Education Wing. Prayers have been requested by many 
students.  Instructions are posted on the bulletin board. 
Answer a prayer and let our young members know that 
there are members of our congregation that will pray for 
them.  Take the opportunity whenever you are at the 
church, women’s group, men’s group, worship service, 
Bible study, meetings, etc. Or make the time for a special 
stop to answer a prayer.  



Operation Christmas 
Shoebox. Student 
offerings from 
September through 
December will be 
collected and used for 
Operation Christmas 
Child Shoeboxes. If you 
can, please send an 

offering with your child on Sunday mornings.  If you 
want to fill a box to donate, here’s what to do: 

1. Find an average-sized shoebox.  

2.  Decide whether you will pack for a girl or boy and 
the age category.  

3. Fill it with gifts, fun toys, school supplies, clothing 
outfit, hygiene items (no toothpaste, liquids, or 
candy).  

4. Pray for the child that will receive your gift. You can 
also include a personal note and photo.   

5. Drop-off your shoebox, or items to include in a 
shoebox by the end of October. National Collection 
Week is November 15-22. Check out the website for 
more information and ideas,   
www.samaritanspurse.org/what-we-do/operation-

christmas-child. See the display table in the Narthex 
for more information, ideas, donation drop-off box, 
and empty boxes to fill. 

Sunday school will be having a 
service walk event on October 10.  
This event will take place during their normally 
scheduled Sunday school class time and will consist of a 
walk around the area in support of Operation Christmas 

Child Shoebox. In order for us to take your child off 
church grounds, we will need your signed permission 
for our records. Please sign and return the form being 
sent home with students (or return the general field trip 
permission form).   

Fourth Grade students will receive catechisms on 
October 24 at the 9:15 a.m. church service. Parents and 
students will be receiving information letters in the mail 
about this milestone event. 

October is Pastor Appreciation Month!  Please take a 
moment to thank Pastor Steve for all that he does for 
our congregation. As their service project, the second 
graders will show their appreciation to Pastor Steve on 
Sunday, October 3. 

Fifth graders will have First Communion on Sunday, 
October 3.  

Students in preschool through fifth grade will share 
special music during the 9:15 a.m. service on the fourth 
Sunday of each month beginning this month on October 
24. Please have them arrive by 9 a.m.  Reminder notes 
will be sent home from Sunday school the week before. 

Enjoy the beautiful fall weather and scenery! 

In God’s grace, 
Christine Anderson, Family Education Director 

507-858-5968 or christineandersonmn@yahoo.com 

 

RLC YOUTH GROUP NEWS 
The 7-12 grade 
youth group kicked 
off a four-week 
series entitled, 
“The Big 
Questions”, based 
on current 
research 
conducted by the Fuller Youth Institute. The theme of 
the first week was “When you really understand who 
Jesus is, it changes everything.” Dates for October are:  

October 10:  “You don’t have to prove you’re enough” 

October 24:  “You belong here” 

Youth group is every other Sunday night from 6-9 p.m. 
Please keep your eyes on the RLC Facebook page for 
more info and opportunities to get involved. 

Kristin Burdey, Youth Ministries 

No Confirmation class on 
Wednesday, October 20. 

https://www.samaritanspurse.org/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/


FALL MUSIC AT RLC 
Ladies Choir meets on Monday nights from 6:30-8 p.m. 
in the sanctuary. We sing for the Sunday service on the 
first Sunday of the month and on special occasions. We 
will be happy to welcome new singers at any time, but 
the best time to join is the Monday after we sing in 
church, because we introduce new music on that day. 

Praise Team meets at 11:15 a.m. on Sunday mornings 
and sings for the Sunday service on the second Sunday 
of the month at the 9:15 a.m. service. Any students in 
grades 3-12 are welcome to join at any time. 

The elementary choir, formerly known as Cherubs, will 
meet at the end of the Sunday School hour on Sunday 
mornings, and sing for the 9:15 a.m. service on the 
fourth Sunday of each month. 

Kristin Burdey, Director of Choirs 

 

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL MEETING 

HIGHLIGHTS 

September 13, 2021 

Reminder to turn in meeting notes from each 
committee to church office (email: rlc@acegroup.cc)                                  
PRESENT:  John Munter, Jim Bernier, Dean Hatlevig, 
June Vitse, Shari Michel, Glen Kopperud, Vicki Nelson, 
Amy Luhmann and Barb Johnson. 

OTHERS PRESENT:  Pastor Steve Chellew 

 

1)  DEVOTIONS & PRAYER CONCERNS 

 Who am I to Tell People of Christ - Jim Bernier  
 Prayer Concerns: None  
 

2)  ADOPTION OF AGENDA - MA 

 

3)  SECRETARY'S REPORT- MA 

      a. August minutes 

 

4)  TREASURER'S REPORT - MA 

      a. August financials 

  

5)  PASTOR’S REPORT 

       a. 1 hospital visit by phone 

       b. 13 homebound visits 

  c. Prayer service for Bonnie Peterson on 8/24/21;         
     committal service on Sunday 9/19/21. 
 

6)  UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

     a. Alley house discussion - ongoing.                                      
 b. Roof Project – Properties Committee - no 
 change (John); tabled until October.  

7) NEW BUSINESS 

      a. Credit Card – Office – to be used for ordering of 
      supplies for Christine and Kristin (most online 
      websites require a credit card) request a   
      monthly limit. Will acquire an RLC credit card       
      with $1000 credit limit for supply purchases. 
 b. Sunday school floors are re-waxed – and look    
      great!          

 c. New Members – Matthew, Catherine, Carter and 
      Scarlett Minor—MA.       

 d. Transfer out – Janice Dahl to St Philips Lutheran 
      Church in Hastings MN—MA    

 e. Codfish Supper—Codfish supper is postponed      
      due to COVID and dynamics of feeding a large 
      amount of people. Reschedule is to be      
      determined. 

 

8)  COMMITTEE REPORTS:  No reports received. 
 

9)  INFORMATION / ANNOUNCEMENTS: Nominating 
Committee will work on finding three replacements for 
terms ending.  
 

10) ADJOURNMENT / CLOSING PRAYERS 

 Adjourned at 7:43 p.m. with the Lord's Prayer. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Barb Johnson 

 

 

AUGUST CASH SUMMARY REPORT 

Balance brought forward 7/31/2021   $8,690.93  

TOTAL RECEIPTS                     $31,093.73  
DISBURSEMENTS       $32,026.49  
TOTAL ON HAND 8/31/2021            $7,758.17  

mailto:rlc@acegroup.cc


WORSHIP LEADERS FOR OCTOBER 
Worship led by Pastor Steven Chellew 

Altar Guild: Shari Michel, Michele Ekern and Linda Paulson 

Organist: Shary Evavold 

Pianist : Portia Lee 

 

Projectionists: Lisa Chellew, Sandy Rasmussen, Becky Stocker,     
                           Steve Burdey 

Videographers: Dean Hatlevig, Barb Johnson, June Vitse,                                            
                     Jeremy Tesch 

Choir Director: Kristin Burdey 

  8 a.m. Worship 9:15 a.m. Worship 

10/3/2021 Scripture Reader: Shari Michel Daisy Darr 

 Ushering: Marv Bestul and Claire Olstad Louis Boehmke and John Campe 

10/10/2021 Scripture Reader: Richard Bjorlo Beatty Darr 

Communion Ushering: Dennie Darr and Gordy Elliott Tom Kopperud and Jim Bernier 

10/17/2021 Scripture Reader: Vicki Nelson Braden Danielson 

 Ushering: Wayne Meyer and Kerry Heiden John Peterson and Mike Messenger 

10/24/2021 Scripture Reader: Dr David Hinz Emerson Bunke 

Communion Ushering: Brendon Honken and Dale Evavold Dale Rasmussen and Lowell Rasmussen 

10/31/2021 Scripture Reader: Becky Stoker Landon Volkman 

 Ushering: RLCW RLCW 

Rushford Lutheran Church Women’s 

 

HARD TACK | FLAT BREAD | STRULL | ROSETTES | AND MORE! 

November 13 from 10 a.m.—1:30 p.m. 

 



 

OCTOBER 2021 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
     1  Office 

Closed 

2                                                         

3   8a Worship w/Communion, 
First Communion (5th graders), 
Women’s Choir, Coffee & 
Fellowship to follow in Basement                                                                                                          
9:15a Worship w/Communion, 
Live Streamed, Coffee & 
Fellowship to follow in Basement 

10:15a Adult Bible Study                
10:15a Sunday School                                                                                                            
11:15a Praise Team                                          

4  10a Worship Posted 
Online                 
12p RLCW Quilting       
4:30p Worship Committee                                                                    
5:30p Coffee House w/
Communion, Fellowship 
Hall                                                           
6:30p Women’s Choir                                       

5 6  9a Men’s 
Helping Hands 

9a Ladies Mission 
Work                   
9:30a RLCW 
Meeting                      
6p Confirmation 
Class                     
6p Family 
Education Meeting  
6:30p Grief Share 

7                                      
10a RLCW 
Bible Study            

8                     
Office 
Closed 

9                             
2p Baptism—
Lennon Rae 
Vitse 

            

10   8a Worship, Praise Team, 
Coffee & Fellowship to follow in 
basement 

9:15a Worship, Live Streamed, 
Praise Team, Coffee & 
Fellowship to follow in Basement 

10:15a Adult Bible Study                                                                                                 
10:15a Sunday School, Service 
Walk                                                                                    
11:15a Praise Team                                                                                                              
6p Youth Group                                           

11 COLUMBUS DAY/
INDIGENOUS PEOPLES’ 
DAY 

8a RLCW Baking                                                            
10a Worship Posted Online 

5:30p Coffee House 
Worship, Fellowship Hall                                    
6:30p Women’s Choir                                      
6:30p Finance Committee                                         
7p Church Council 

12 

8a RLCW 
Baking                                       

13  9a Men’s 
Helping Hands 

9a Ladies Mission 
Work                                  
6p Confirmation 
class                         
6:30p Grief Share 

14 

 

15                    
Office 
Closed 

16 

17  8a Worship w/Communion, 
Coffee & Fellowship to follow in 
Basement                                                                            
9:15a Worship, w/Communion, 
Live Streamed, Coffee & 
Fellowship to follow in Basement 

10:15a Adult Bible Study                                                                                    
10:15a Sunday School                                                                                       
11:15a Praise Team                                          

18 8a RLCW Baking                                                  
10a Worship Posted Online                                    
1p Bremmer/GSLH 
Communion                            
1:30p Priscilla Circle                                
5:30p Coffee House w/
Communion,  Fellowship 
Hall                                                                
6:30p Women’s Choir                                      
6:30p Membership 
Committee 

19 

8a RLCW 
Baking                                       

20                                                              
9a Men’s Helping 
Hands 

9a Ladies Mission 
Work                    
6:30p Grief Share 

21 

9:30a Ruth 
Circle 

1p Miriam 
Circle 

1:30p Hannah 
Circle                                       
5p Martha 
Circle 

22                     
Office 
Closed 

23 

 

24  8a Worship, Coffee & 
Fellowship to follow in Basement 

9:15a Worship, Live Streamed, 
Catechism Sunday (4th graders), 
Youth Choir, Coffee & Fellowship 
to follow in Basement 

10:15a Adult Bible Study             
10:15a Sunday School                                                                                        
11:15a Praise Team                                                                                  
6p Youth Group                                           

25                                                                                                           
8a RLCW Baking                                                                
10a Worship Posted Online                                     
5:30p Coffee House 
Worship, Fellowship Hall                    
6:30p Women’s Choir                                       

26 

8a RLCW 
Baking                                       

27                                                       
9a Men’s Helping 
Hands 

9a Ladies Mission 
Work                       
6p Confirmation 
class                            
6:30p Grief Share 

28 29 30 

31 REFORMATION SUNDAY  
8a Worship, Coffee & Fellowship 
to follow in Basement                                                                            
9:15a Worship, Live Streamed, 
Coffee & Fellowship to follow in 
Basement 

10:15a Adult Bible Study 

10:15 a Sunday School                                                                
11:15a Praise Team                                          

      



Rushford Lutheran Church 

Physical Address: 101 S Mill Street, Rushford, MN 

Mailing Address:  PO Box 399, Rushford, MN 55971 
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2021 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS            PHONE                  EMAIL ADDRESSES 

Dean Hatlevig, Council President, Youth, Membership ............ 864-7001 .......................... dhatlevig65@gmail.com  

Shari Michel, Council Vice-President, Education  ...................... 875-2818  ......................... sharimichel@r-pschools.com 

Barbara Johnson, Council Secretary, Scholarship...................... 421-5472 .......................... johnson.barbara4@mayo.edu  

June Vitse, Council Treasurer, Finance, Human Resources ....... 864-7876 .......................... jvitse@mienergy.coop 

Glen Kopperud, Human Resources, Properties ......................... 458-6894 .......................... glen@normanselectric.com 

Vicki Nelson, Worship  ............................................................... 864-2027 .......................... nelson@acegroup.cc  

Amy Luhmann, Membership ..................................................... 864-3121 .......................... ageiwitz@acegroup.cc 

John Munter, Properties ........................................................... 429-2969 .......................... johnmunter@yahoo.com  

Jim Bernier, Endowment ........................................................... 261-4991 .......................... jrbernier@hotmail.com  

RUSHFORD LUTHERAN CHURCH 

101 South Mill Street, PO Box 399, Rushford, MN 55971    (507) 864-7152 

Church Office Open to the Public: M-Th 8 AM to Noon  

Pastor Steven Chellew (Ext. 11) or cell 507-703-1221; email: stevechellew@gmail.com 

Linda Lea, Church Secretary (Ext. 10) 

Christine Anderson, Family Education Director; Kristin Burdey, Youth Ministries/Director of Choirs; David Hinz, Custodian 

E-Mail Address: rlc@acegroup.cc  **  Web Page:   www.rushfordlutheran.com 
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